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' BELOVED IN THE LORD, 
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OU have already heard, Gain the 
pulpit, the ſubſtance of the fol- 
lowing Eſſay ; and at your requeſt. it s 

now made public. The ſubject, it muſt 
be confeſſed, is highly inteteſting: . but, | : 
A2 6 


iv DEDICATION. 
as to the execution of it, you, and my 
readers in general, muſt judge. This, 
however, I may venture to affirm, That 
to know, experimentally, the capital 
traths contained in the following pages, 
is to be truly wiſe: and to live under 
their ſacred influence, enjoying the con- 
ſolations ariſing from them, is to be 


ſubRantiall ly bappy. 
I truft you will ever eftcem it your 
_ indiſpenſable duty and ineftimable bleſſ- 


b ing, to © hold faſt the form of ſound 


words,“ and to maintain © the truth, 
as it is in Jeſus” T hat ſo, while 


me profeſſors of evangelical doctrine 


re verging towards Arminian legality, 


ini bthers towards Anti nomian licenti- 
oufneſs, it may be your happineſs to be 
preſerved from thoſe wide and fatal ex- 
52 ' tremes 
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tremes—So'! preſerved, that while you 
ſteadily aſſert the honours of grace, in 
the ſalvation of the guilty; you may 
not negle& the important intereſts of 
holineſs—That while you delight in the 
Goſpel, as the word of ſalvation and 
the food of your ſouls ; you may. revere 
the Law, as a tranſcript of your Makers 
will, and the rule of your obedience to 
him. n 


You will do well to remember, 1 
the true honour and real excellence of 
' a viſible church confiſt—not in the 77 
number or affluence of her members 3 
not in any thing which may dazzle the 


E 


4 


eye or command the reſpe of the ſu- L 
perficial obſerver=—but, in her cordial N 


adberence to the truths of the goſpel 
and the ordinances of Chriſt, in their 
A} primitive: 


vi DEDICATION. 
primitive purity ; in the exerciſe of 
mutual fervent love among her mem- 
bers; and in a Holy, heavenly, uſe eful 
converſation, TI efo conſtitute the prin- 
cipal gloty of a vitbie 289 In pro- 
portion 28 theſe abound; the Redeemer 
is honoured and believers: are edified. 
In proportion as theſe abate, the glory 
departs and the intereſts of religion de- 
cline. | 
That you may have a growing ac- 
quaintance with divine truth in all its 
branches, and an increaſing ee 
one to another, « for the truth's ſake” ; 
that the life, and fervour, and amiable 
ſimplicity of primitive Chriſtianity, may 
ſhine conſpicuous in your worſhip and 
condu@ ; that faith may abound in your 
hearts, and the fruits of righteouſneſs 
5 ; adorn 
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DEDICATION. vii 
adorn your whole converſation; is the 
fincere defire and earneſt prayer, of 


Your affectionate friend, 


and willing ſervant, 


in the goſpel of our common Lord, 


4. BOOTH. 


Fieldgate, Whitechapel-Road, | 7 
July 18, 1770. hs 
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FOR I THROUGH-THE LAW AM DEAD 
| TO THE LAW, THAT IL MIGHT LIVE. 
UNTO GOD. 


#$ 1 


PHE words which contain the im- | 
portant ſubject of the following 
Eſſay, being part of that epiſtle which 
was written by Paul to the Galatiay 
churches ; it may not be improper, by: I 
way of introduction, to obſerve; That 4 
in the epiſtle to thoſe churches, we have 
an ancient piece of ſacred controverſy; 
and that the truth vindicated in it, is 


31 intereſling 


Xi 19 FED DUCTION; ! 


intereſting to the laſt degree For 
the great queſtion here debated, is, in 


a= #5, 


the words of Job; „How ſhall man 
« be juſt with God*?” In the ma- 
nagement of which ' controverſy the 
great apoſtle proceeds, under the con- 
duct of the unerting Spirit, with all the 
fre of godly zeal + ; with all the Her- 
tion of the tender parent T; with alt 
the _— of N wiſdom ; and 
"FOR Morgen, bot * 5 infinitely 
Ng with all che dee of divine 15 
5 truth. ER 
: ; Paul was an An labourer i in | 
the yineyard of Jeſus Chriſt, and a ſuc- | 
ceſsful preacher of the everlaſting golpel. 


% - 


Jab ix, 2. + Gal. i ili. I. Freu iv. 19: | 


1 Jam.” lite 1 
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He was abundantly uſeful in the gxer | 


cation of his apaſtglic office, in turnipg 
multitudes of fipners t fram;darkgels tor 
„light, and from the power of ſatan . 
God.“ Vet, after all his yoweariedh - 
labours, and all his unparalleled ſucegſ, 
he did not aſſume the leaſt arg of hee 


honour. His language is; * Noble 


«- but the grace of God which-wor witty. - 
* me.” Nor was he backward. to 
knowledge, aſter all he ſufferings which, - 
he had ſuſtained, and all the works that 
he had water, at the e his, 


« Jeſs than the leaſt;” * 0 a Anne, he 


was the firſt and 64 the chief H. „ber- 


| fly ſenſible that he Was e un- 939 


- =. 


| en. m. . Tia. . 15 
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| worthy i in the fight of his Maker, and 


| thit/the hope of his/ſoul bad no ſupport 


but © ſovereign grace, as revealed in 
Jieſus being well acquainted with the 
infinite purity of a righteous God, and 
the ſublime demands of his holy law; 
be could accede to no terms of accep- 
tance, nor acquieſce in any doctrine, 
which did not provide, as well for the 
Donour of divine juſtice, as for the ſafery 
of the guilty ſoul which did not main- 
tain the rights of an holy law, and dif- 
play the riches of unbounded grace. 


Such was the faith he poſſeſſed, and 


ſuch was the doctrine he preached. 

"Theſe truths were diſpenſed by him 
among the Galatians, and with a con- 
ſiderable degree of ſucceſs. Sinners 
were converted, and churches formed 


* 


INTRODUCTION. w 
in Galatia, by the inſtrumentality f 


this excellent man.—PFor a time, they 
lived in mutual peace, and regarded the 


doctrine which Paul had taught, as of 4 


| heavenly origin. They rejoiced in hope; | 
they ran well , and ſeemed to bid fair 


for obtaining the prize. Such were their 


happy circumſtances, for ſome time 
after they received the Goſpel. 


But, los. how ſoon the face of things 3 


was altered! How ſoon, as to many 
of them, were their views of the grace 
of God, and of their juſtification | before 
him, darkened! For ſatan, that arch- 
enemy of God and man; ; ſatan, that 
implacable foe to human happineſs, 2 
quickly began to ſow the ſeeds of de- 


= Gal. v. 7. + Gat, i. 6. 
| n . f 
ſtructive 


i INTR9.DUCTFION; 
ſtructive error, and. to rajſe up 1oftrus- 
ments. to progagate a perverted Goſpel. 
He transformed binge} into an angel 
* of light,” and pleaded the neceſſity of 
obedience to the lay, in order to accept- 
ada with God... Thus enn ther de- 
eeiyed,. under a ſpecious pretence of 
greater ſanity, and a more than ordi- 
nary zeal for the divine commands. 
The righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which Paul: 
had deſcribed as the © one thing need- 
ful” for the juſtification of finners, and | 
which they had before regarded as the 
only ground of their hope; they were 
afraid to truſt, ſuppoſing it inſufficient. 
They were taught by the falſe apoſtles, 
and were perſuaded in their own de- 
ceived hearts, that they were under a 
neceſſity of ſeeking a /applementery aid: 
From their own duties. 
5715 This. 
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This doctrine, ſo fattening to their 
own | vanity, - ſo- favourgh/e; ta human! 
worthineſs, and without a profciied d 
nial of Chriſt and his work 1 they-5ea 
ceived: with all taadineſs. For it.is much 
more -agreeable to. the pride. of pature, 
and a far more reſpectahle and popular 


| way, of ſecking acceptance whh Goda . 


to uſe out on {kill, and-exertiour wh 
grace and the. great Redenmer z than 
66 rely ent ira on the rightaauſneſs og 


another, and be beholden, fan br 


holden; to a foreign, undeſetusd aſſiſis 
ance, They enter, therefore, an An 
purſuit of happineſs, in this plauſible 
and. ſelf-pleafivg, but deluſive mhd. 
their own duties, as co-partners with 

: Jeſus, 


— 
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Jeſus, in performing the greateſt of all 
works, in obtaining the nobleſt of all 
bleſſings, their juſtification before the 
Almighty. The awful conſequences of 
which were, they embraced another 
goſpel; made void the neceſſity of the 
death of Chriſt; and virtually renounced 
all intereſt in him ꝓ. By ſuch a, pro- 
cedure, they became debtors to do the 
Whole law, and were obnoxious to its 
dreadful curſel. And, having diſcarded 
the glorious truth which Paul preached, 
they traduce his character, they renounce 
his fellowſhip, . treat bn as their 

e ct (19009 VI F. 5 


Dong Ga. i. 6. and ii, 27. and v. 2, 4. 
* eren ee! 14 n "3a 
4 Chap. v. 3. and iii. 10. '$ Chap. iv. x6. 
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uch were the malignant effects of 
receiving a corrupted goſpel. Theſe 
effects the good apoſtle beheld with a 
mixture of indignation * and ſorrow. 
Againſt their deſtructive and fatal mif- 
takes; he therefore takes up his pen, 
and makes a reſolute ſtand, The falſe 
apoſtles he conſiders, as their greateſt 
enemies; and as being, in a peculiar 
manner, accurſed of God*,—He made 
it appear, by ſuch a determined oppoſi- 


tion to their plauſible and prevailing 
tenets, that when the capital truths of 


"the goſpel were corrupted, the peace of 
the chriſtian injured, and che ſouls of 
men endangered; he had no fear of the 
hideous charge and popular clamour, 
of © bigotry to his own Wa Ls of 


— 


» Gal, i. 8, 9. 
* raſhneſs, 


* INTRODUCTION; 
. # raſhneG,. and a want of charity for 
: * others.—Jn this reſpect, as in his 
miniſterial conduct in general, he is 


worthy of imitation by all the ſucceed- 


ing ſervants of Chriſt: in every age. 
For, though it he their indiſpenſable 


tay to hold the truth in love,” and 


to. * follow peace. with all men; yet, 
when the great doctrines of diving re: 


yelation are perverted or denied, then | 
they are called. in providence; then 


they. ate required by the command of 
Geog, end the love which they bear to 
the Lord Redeemer, to contend earn: 
i eſtly for the faith once dehyered to 
«the ſaints - Nor ought they to regard. 
| the perſons of men, or fear the conſe- 

quences which may attend à zealous 
and prudent defence of the truth. 


Happy 


— 
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Happy had it been for the church 
ö of. Chriſt in the following ages, if the 
errors ef] pouſed and propagated by thoſe 
ancient judaizing teachers, had ceaſed 
to exiſt; from the time that their ſtre- 
nuous patrons left the ſtage of action, 
But, alas, the ſame temper and ſpirit 
fill continue, and Mill . prevail. True 
it is, that names are changed, and the 
terms of the queſtion, then in debate, 
are greatly altered, New none, pro- 
feſſing Chriſtianity, pretend to maintain 
the neceſſity of circumciſian, in otder 
to acceptance with God. That is now 
univerſally eſteemed an obſolete rite ; 
though, by ſome of old, accounted of 
great importance under the Chriſtian 
economy. The ſame principle, not- 


„ on which thoſe judaizing 
chriſtians 
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chriſtians proceeded- in maintaining the 
| neceſſity of circumciſion, is ſtill retained, 
and operates in various ways. 


The grand queſtion then was; In 
what does that righteouſneſs conſiſt, for 
the ſake of which alone @ finer may be 
juſtified before God? And the matter 
in controverſy between Paul and his 
opponents, was; Whether the obedience 
of Chriſt, without any addition whatever, 
was that very righteouſneſs? Or, Whe- 
tber | ſome doings or endeavours of their 
own, were not neceſſary for that impor-= 
fant purpoſe? Paul maintained the - 
former : the Jewiſh zealots the latter. 
ro this one point may the diſ- 
putations of Paul with the deceived 
- Galatians, on the article of juſtifica- 
tion, 


INTRODUCTION. xii 
tion, be reduced; as is obvious from 
the contents of his epiſtle to them. 


As the ſame diſpute Ril continues TH 


in the world, and as the words, which 
afford matter for the preſent Eſſay, are 
happily adapted to caſt light on this 
very intereſting ſubject; it may be no 
unpleaſing, perhaps, no unprofitable em- 
ploy, to conſider the capital ideas con- 
tained in them, in the following Sec- 
tions. And may the unerring Spirit 
illuminate the mind, and guide the 
pen of the writer! that he may not 
prove an ignorant patron of error, but 
a well-informed advocate for tru tl... 
May the ſame infallible Guide, ſmile 
on this feeble attempt for the good of 
the reader! That the conſciences of 
the unawakened, may be alarmed; the 

minds 
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= the ignorant, inſtructed; tl 
hearts-cof ith diſconſolate, ri 
and faith and holineſs promoted in all, 
int 5 Wo bande thefs [pgs 1. 


is kad 8015 


4 


2 
9 
53 „ * . 
8 * * 
n p F «rf» 
_——— . 8 & % * 1 4 
- [ 
1 Lo, © * * 
* - . 29 * W 4 ” 
3 PX E — 
"L 
4 k 
E 17 „ % { . 7 * . ” 
- SF £ 1 Ef; wo +» " 2 14 
— 
+S- -, 8 * = * . * 
1 * | * 1 4 84 0 1 
* - . 4 
— 
1 9% . 0511 — 
. * 
LL (6 1 4 * 4 3 
4 
* 
pw — — 
x "+ © % 4 
. 
6 * * 1 ” * 2 » 
l ; * # + 4 
e 92 | [1] 
* 
- 
4 : 
, Vo ©'I * 4 — 5 
in ö j .* | ' 
2 4 1 
7 
9 
dong 7 ln 
9 , : 
= * 9 
F. » 
@ *; 2 0 * | 
\, - - 4 9 
5 * 
- * 
* 5 
& 11 1 
py * 
Py 
x 
F 
Ly '* = 
— mi * 6 
- : 
I CY 


. 


DEATH or 1:64 HOPE, &, 


, : 1 1 9 o 
=_ „ 1 E. T9 — HIT, 2s 
1 * * : un La 75 a Þ f 


" a 8 0 
— — =. 2 
» 
g * 


Idas law it is, to which the apoſtle was ü, 
UR firſt inquiry muſt be, What Jaws = 

CL it is the apoſtle deſigns when he ſays, 
«< am dead to the law? We may obtain 


ſatis faction in this inquiry, by conſulting 


the context. Great reaſon there is to con- 
clude, that the /aw intended here, is the 
ſame he repeatedly mentions in the ſixteenth 
verſe of the chapter. And it is evident, 
| B 


thak 


* What law it is, 
that is the moral law. For that is the law 
to which we are univerſally inclined to look 


-for-juſtification and--hfe;-though by it we 


can never obtain thoſe invaluable bleſſings. 


When a ſinner is awakened out of carnal 
ſecurity, and his conſeience is alarmed with 
a ſenſe of guilt; he naturally looks to 
ſome devout and penitential exerciſes of his 
heart, or ſome pious and beneficent acthan 
of his life. Some doings or endeavours of 
his own, engage his attention; and, for 
a while, yield a feeble ſupport for his hope. 
« What ſhall I do to be ſaved,” is his lan- 
guage, — With this, the apoſtle was per- 
fectiy acquainted, He therefore repeat- 
£dly affirms; “ That by the works of the 
law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified“.“ This 
being an article of great importance, and 
the legal bias of our minds being ſo apt to 
Jead us aſtrey, he does not content himſelf 
with barely erting that we cannot he juſ- 
tified by it; but he alſo aſſigns the reaſtm.” 
Ae that it is . N 8 for the law 


1 
Rem. iii; 20. Gal. ai, 56. 


4 
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to whith the ap:file was Jud. 


wo; jaſtify, any, of the, children of Ads, 


. 3 
* 
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becauſe it is become weak through the 


s fleſhþ,” or the corruption of gature. 


Human depravity renders. a perfect, per- 


ſonal conformity to the Divine law, utterly 


impracticable; and without a complete 


obedience, een by it ein 
impoſſible, | £7 ii | 


That it is the moral law he here deſigns, 
appears from the oppoſition there is, be- 


tween the works of that law of which he 


ſpeaks, and the fab of Jeſus. Knowing 


* that a man is not juſtified by the works 
* of the law, but by the faith of Jeſus. 


* Chriſt !”?, But that law, and the works. of 
it, to which the faith of Chriſt is directly op- 
poſed, is the moral law. For as to the ce... 


remonial law, it contained a principal part 


of the goſpel of the ancient church. Chriſt, 


in his perſon , and offices; Chriſt in his 
grace and work; was prefigured in it, and 
Were by it. To him it had an invari- 

able reſpect, and in Kim K its. en 


a + Rom. viii, * 


B 2 completion. 


4 That law it is, © 
completion. Tes, believer, that very Jefus 
whom you love and adore; that very grace 
in which you truſt and rejoice; were in 
that law exhibited, as the hope of guilty _ 
finners, and the joy of enlightened ſaints. 
. Conſequently, the ceremonial law cannot be 
conſidered as ſet in dire oppoſition, by an 
apoſtle, to Chriſt and faith in him. . 


It follows, ible: that it is the moral 
. Jaw heintends, when he fays, . I am dead to 
the law.“ For it may be placed in ſuch a 
contraſted view, with the greateſt propriety. 
This law and the works of it, are directly 
oppoſite to grace and faith in a Redeemer. 
It makes not the leaſt comfortable diſcovery 
to a miſerable ſinner. It knows nothing of 
Pardoring mercy. It ſays not a word about 
atoning blood. Being the formula of that 
covenant which was made with man in a 
Nate of innocence, it makes not the leaſt 
abatement, in point of duty; nor the leaſt 
proviſion, in a way of merey, in caſe of 
fallure. Perfect obedience is its conſtant 
demand; an obedience, perſonal and per- 
petual. Whatever mercy the finner wants, 
rated Bates „ Whatever, | 


| to which the apoſtle was dead. 5 
whatever bleſſings God beſtows, is pro- 
vided in another covenant z are MORO 


in another Way. 


Again: That the PH we is here in- 
tended, appears from a parallel paſſage In. 
the writings ed ag relating, as here, to 
his own experience. © I was alive without 
the law once but when the command- 
ment came, 42 revived and 1 died +” 
I was alive: I ſuppoſed myſelf righteous,. 
E thought myſalf ſafe, in virtue of my own- 
obedience, Bul was then without the lau: 

I was far from King acquainted with its 
vaſt extent, and. high- demands. For whews 
the commandment came, ſhining on my un- 
derſtanding in its purity, and operating on 
my conſcience with power; n revived, and 
1 died to all ſclf-righteous hopes. Thus 
| the letter, the law. that. was. inſcribed with. 
God's own hand on tables. of ſtone, kill... 
eth; as the infallible author, in another 
epiſtle, aſſerts. „Such, then, is the law, : 


WE . the apoſtle Was n And. 


74. 35; 
479 
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6 Unregenerate Jmers. 
however ſtrange the doctrine may appear to 
the ſelf. righteous profeſſor, we may ven- 
ture to affirm; That no man; after all his 
reſolutions and all his efforts, can ever 
experience a ſenſe of pardon, or enjoy 
prace in his. conſcietice ; can either live to 
God in holy obedience here, or have a well 
grounded hope of glory hereafter ; till he 
knows what it is to be dead to the law. 
This truth we ſhall endeavour to prove and 
iNultrate in the e pages. | 


'F: a? 1 


Algae chi? alive to the tow, 45 s 


N 
: 3 


| | covenant. 


HE har law may be under 
either as a covenant f works, or aa 
oO 105 of conduct. In the latter of theſe 
reſpects, it is unchangeable as that relation 
between God and man, on which it is 
founded; and, therefore, never to be diſ: 
regarded, as we ſhall endeavour to ſhew in 
its proper place. In the former, it may be 


nen not only as preſcribing duty: 
but, 


1 OG —_ TT — — —— 
y * 
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alive is the law. | 1 | FF 
But, as prowiling : a reward. on condition ot 
perfect obedience, and as guarded by a be. 
nal ſanction, denouncing eternal: deaths ® 
againſt every offender. To the law, thus 
conſidered, dhe apodle fare. 0 an dead,” 


WA. 

When a perſon is deferibed as 5 to 
the law, it is ſuppoſed and implied, that de 
was once alive to it—that his hopes of 
juſtification. and life by it, are now extinet. 
| —and that as a covenant, it ceaſes to. haye 

any further demands upon him, or to de- 
nounce any threatenings. againſt him, We 
ſhall make the firſ of theſe particulars the 
ſubject of our Inquurye in the e | 
OY . 


eee 33115 5 29611 . 
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| When A apoſtle, 1 «| am 1 75 
6 the law,” the expreſſion. implies; hat 
| he was once alive to it. Death, is a pri- 
vation of 11 No man therefore can, 
With propriety, be ſaid to be deed, d the: 
law, if he never was alive to it Before te- 
generation, all men are alive to the lawW e: 
or, in other words, they ſeek. juſtification, | 
ä by it. Their hopes are founded upon it: 

ton B 4 | | their 
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their expectations of acceptance with God 
and life eternal, ariſe from their obedience - 
to it. Such are the expectations of every 
unregenerate man. This is the way which 
nature teaches : this is a method which 
pride encourages. 


Man being originally formed for a co- 
venant of works, and fitted to live by his 
own righteouſneſs, being endued with ca- 
pacities and powers to perſevere in holinefs, 
and to enjoy happineſs by ſuch a conſtitu- 


tion; it is no wonder that he ſhould, now - - 


fallen and while unregenerate, have no idea 
of living to God and'obtaining/ſalvation by 
a a covenant of a quite different kind. Our 
firſt parents, while innocent, having no 
need of that merciful proviſion which is 
made for the guilty in the covenant of 
grace, had no revelation of it. Conſe- 
quently, after the fall, they could have no 
conception of any ſuch thing, any further 
than the great Creator was pleaſed to reveal 
it to them. — And as all the human race 
are the poſterity of that apoſtate pair; and 
a we deſcend from them, as formed for a 
8 covenant 


_ alive to the law... | | 9 


covenant of works, and as breakers of it; 
ſo we not only derive a corrupt nature 
from them, and are "obnoxious to divine 
wrath “; but alſo naturally cleave to the 
legal covenant, as that which. is ſuited to 
the feeble ray of nature's light, and thoſe- 
principles on which we act, ſo ſoon as 
reaſon dawns. And though nothing but. 
ſad diſappointment has attended man's ef- 
deavours in this way; yet, not being ac- 
quainted with any other ſupport againſt deſ-: 
pair, when guilt pains his conſcience, | his 
pride ſtill flatters him with a proſpect of. 
better ſucceſs, by means of new improve-. 
ments in ſuch attempts. Tes; no ſooner 
are we conſcious of guilt, and alarmed with 
apprehenſions of impending ruin, than we 
flee to the law for relief. Sorrow for our 
paſt tranſgreſſions, and ſincere obedience / 
for the future; forſaking our former evil. 
courſes, and eſpouſing the cauſe of re 
ligion ; are eſteemed the moſt probable- 
means of procuring. the-pardon of in, and 


the ſalvation of our immortal ſouls. Eſpe- 
1 : | | 9 #0» ts , Webs h24d 744 
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| cially if we have ſome reſpect to the general 
mercy of God, and a partial regard to the 
atonement of Chriſt, 1 ſupplying the de- | 
l fects attending our own obedience, and in- 
3 clining the Deity to make proper allowan- 
ces, and be propitious to us, in regard to 
our any. unayoidable infirmities. * D 


L 4 > PIT% Wanne 


— —— 


+ Ready w we are to imagine, that 2 as the 2 
law requires obedience, and promiſes a re- 
ward to the performer of it; a ſincere en- 
deavour to do the beſt we are able, in our. 
preſent circumſtances (though © we can 
ſcarcely hope to arrive at perfection) will: + 
be condeſcendingly regarded by a merciful 
God—regarded, as an undoubted indica- 
tion of an upright heart, and a ſufficient - 
foundation on which to proceed, in apply- 

ing to us the merits. of Jeſus Chriſt, Thus: 
855 make our well meant endeavours to 
obey the law, a Kind of pedeſtal, on. which 
the general mercy. of God, and the con- 
ditional merit of Chriſt, may be erected: 
to 'diſplay themſelves with advantage, in 
_. rewarding the worthy, and diſtinguiſhing. 


thoſe, who have already ſo well diſtinguiſh» 


| : 
: 

„ 
q 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
. 
| 


alive to ibi law: | mn 
\ ed 'thernſelves, as the obſervers of the law 
and the friends of piety;—Andz*in caſe of 

a relapſe into open and ſcandalous ſins, they- 

who are alive to the law ſuppoſe the remedy; | 
is obvious. They readily» conclude, that 
there muſt be ſome additionals,.'in kind, 

number, or degree, to their penitential and 
religious exerciſes. For inſtance: Sorrow-" 

ing more bitterly, praying more fervently; 
giving alms more liberally, and--perform--. 
ing every religious duty with à greater 
punctuality and warmer zeal. Thus they/ | 
think to commute with divine juſtiee, or 
to quit ſcores. yo began unn ben their: 


GU 


3. 
- 


In conſequence of ſuch Nr 
they are either elated with: pharifaical 
pride, or overwhelmed with deſponding 
fears. With phariſaical pride; when poſ- 
ſeſſed of a high conceit of the excellence of: 

tdeir duties, and the ſafety of their ſtate. 
When they imagine themſelves to have 
performed the conditions required, be they 
greater or leſs ; they cannot but congratu- 


late themſelves on their happy attainments; 
| im 
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in holineſs, and the glorious proſpects they 
have in view. Their own free-will, and 
the ſtrength of their moral. powers, are the. 
idol to which they bow, the god whom they 
adore. They offer ſacrifice to their 
% own net, and burn incenſe to their own 
« drag . - They look down, upon the 
common herd of mankind, with a ſupercil- 
jous diſdain. Wondering, in themſelves, 
that creatures of an immortal make, ſhould , 
act ſo ignobly and beneath the man That 
they ſhould not aſſert their native dignity, 
as rational beings ; and perform their part. 
no better, as moral agents. Suppoſing, 
that it only requires a good reſolution, in, 
the immoral and profane, to break off their 
vileſt courſes; to attain virtuous habits ; 
to perform the conditions required, in order 
to eternal happineſs z and, finally, to re- 
ccive the promiſed reward. 


Or, admitting they do acknowledge 
their obligations to divine aſſiſtance, in at- 
taining their virtuous habits, in performing 

4 Hab. i. 26. 
their 
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their righteous acts, and in making them 
differ from others, and even from their 

former ſelves; yet, while they are look ing 
to theſe holy qualities and righteous deeds, 
as being either the cauſe, or condition, 

more or leſs, of their acceptance with God 

or intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt; they are aliua 

to the law, and debtors to perform the 

whole. However amiable in their tempers 

and conduct, or excellent in their charac- 

ters among their fellow - creatures; how- 

ever they may pleaſe themſelves, or be ap- 

plauded by others, their ſtate, in the eſti- 

mate of Heaven, is the ſame with his in 

the parable, who ſaid; God I thank thee, 

% I am not as other men,”—The aggra«; 

vated fault and fatal miſtake of this phari- 

ſee, did not conſiſt merely, nor principal- 

ly, in prefering his. own. ſtate. to that of 

other men in general, or of the publican, 

in particular; for he expreſsly acknow- 
' ledged his obligations to preventing and. 
aſſiſting grace, which enabled him to avoid 
the ſins, and practiſe the duties he men- 

tions. Eor, ſurely, it never can be ef- 
'teemed ſuch an aggravated crime, for a 
man 


* 
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man of a religious character and becoming 
conduct, when he reflects on the vicious 
practices of many, which render them a 
nuiſance to ſociety, and a peſt to the pub- 
lie, to ſay, God I thank thee, that 1 
© am not guilty of ſuch enormous crimes; 
© that I am not abandoned to ſuch evil 
_ © courſes, and loſt to all ſenſe of things di- 
vine. The ſeeds of thoſe abominable 
© iniquities, I acknowledge, are deeply 
© ſown in my conſtitution ;. and, that they 
Wl © have not fprung up to fuch 2 e 
s height, is owing to thy reſtraining grace.” 
Such language may be uſed by the bumbleſt. 
chriſtian, or the Þ:gheft ſaint, without giv- 
ing any occaſion for blame. 5 


The fault, the awful miſtake of the pha- 
riſce principally lay, in truſting to that dif. 
ference, in pleading that preference, in the 
important article of juſtification before 
the tremendous Jznovan: Here he was. 
il chargeable, as an extravagant boaſter. Here 

he was condemnable, as a vile offender, —In 
the momentous affair of acceptance with 


his offended Maker, he ſhould have rank- 
8 _ 


 eltve to the law, 
ec himſelf with the wor# of publicans, 
and the moſt abandoned villains. He ought: 
to haye conſidered himſelf, as haying 10 
other righteouſneſs on which to depend, 
than what would be equal to their wants, 
and bring ſalvation to their ſouls, were it 
applied to them. For in that grand con- 
cern, the eternal Sovereign has no regard tos 
any thing ſhort of an abfoluttly perfe righs 
teouſneſs. Of this. the Phariſee was defti- 
tute, as well as the publican. Whatever 
difference may ſubſiſt between man and 
man, as to their moral character and re- 
ligious performances, it has not the dat 
concern in their juſtification.— Of this the 
poor deluded ſelf juſtiffer was ignorant: 
For though he did not pretend that he was. 
naturally any better_thah others; though 
he did not pretend that his works were me- 
ritorious, or done in his o ſtrength z. yet 
he ſuppoſed that he had, by. the aſſiſtance 
of grace, performed the condition on which 
the pardon. of. his ſins, and his acceptance: 
with God, were ſuſpended 1. 1 


x, See Dr. — Oleg) 17. 
| Such 
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Such was the ſtate of this phariſee; and 


ſuch, at the beſt, are the hopes of all. 


who are alive to the law. When they 


think of appearing before the great. Judge 


of the: world, they look. to their own holy 
defires and pious. endeavours, to relieve. 


their anxious minds. In this, way is their 


e of conſcience, ſuch as it is, obtain- 


ed. This is the method in which they 


ſeek to make and preſerve their peace with. 
that ſovereign. Being, whoſe majeſty they 


haye affronted, and whoſe. laws they have 
broken. To the law they appeal, and by 


it they muſt ſtand or ell. 


Wben, e hind” d way of 
ſeeking comfort fails to afford relief; when. 
a reflection upon their pious performances. 
and penitential exerciſes yields no conſola- 
tion; then a ſenſe of guilt overwhelms 
them with deſponding fears. The covenant of 


grace, with all its cheering promiſes; the. 


blood of. Immanuel, with all its infinite 
merit, are overlooked by them. Or, if. 
not entirely overlooked, will afford them 
no peace, while alive to the law. For as 
| It: 


— 


alive to the law. | 17 


it is the righteouſneſs of the law alone, 
Vith which they are acquainted ; ſo it is 
in that righteouſneſs they defire to be' 
found. Ir is that on which they princi- 
pally rely; and, without that, they eſteem 
every other thing inſufficient, —Perſuaded 


1 


they may be, that as their own obedience 
is greatly imperfect, ſo they eannot be 


ſaved without ſome aſſiſtance from Him 
who hung on the croſs, or without fome 
gracious indulgence from the merey of 


God: but, at the ſame time, neither the 
atonement of Chriſt, nor the mercy of Hea- 


ven, will ſupport their minds, any further 
than they ſuppoſe themſelves to have per- 
formed the condition, or come up to the- 
terms, on which they imagine that aſſiſt- 
ance is granted, and this mercy exerciſed. 
So that all their hopes and all their com- 
forts, are ultimately reſolved into their own 
duties into that by which they ſuppoſe 


themſelves to differ from the Ng 


. and 1 6 


Hikes it is RE that the peace of 
conſcience which ſuch perſons enjoy, is 
| founded 
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founded in their i ignorance of the evil of 
ſin, and the wrath it deſerves. When, 
therefore, at any time, its infinite deme- 
rit appears to a greater degree than cem- 
mon, their conſciences are preſſed with. 
guilt, and racked with terrors. Amaze- 
ment ſeizes. their minds, and horror chills. 
their blood. Their cry is, Who ſhall 
«dwell with devouring fire? Who ſhall 
&« dwell. with everlaſting burnings || ?” 
And if ſome freſh. opiate be not admini- 
ſtered to conſcience, or the Spirit of God; 
divorce them from the law, and ſhew them 

a better covenant; their © ſouls will 
«chooſe ſtrangling rather than life. 
Such is the caſe of a. ſinner, who is. alive to 
the law, when guilt burdens the ſoul, ws 
_— argon her ſting. * 


| ho * aa dan beter, and the fel 
nighteous - profeſſor, - conſider their ſtlaten 
and reflect on theſe alarming facts. Whes+: 
ther my reader be the one ar the other, his 
; Tate | is e he one of thoſe care-- 


ta. ; aa. ag 
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l:fs mortals, whoſe whole time is employed 
in making proviſion for the preſent life, 
and to fulfil the luſts of the fleſh ? Lie is 
no leſs under the law, he is no leſt obnoxi- 
ous to its awful curſe, though he think. 
not at all about it. But can you reſt, O- 
thoughtleſs finner ! can you be ſatisſied in 
ſuch a condition? Can you imagine that 
your Almighty Maker and Supreme Judge, 
will be for ever as forgetful, of you, as-you. 
are at preſent, forgetful -of Him and his. 
worſhip 2 Can the Omniſcient averlook) 
you? or, can He who declares, ( L. will 
* by no means clear the guilty,ꝰ ſuffer you. 
to ſin with impunity ? No! while his na- 
ture is holy, and his word is true; While 
he hates fin, and has power to puniſh 5 it 
can never be. Tou may leep' in your fins 
for a time, but, if grace prevent not, your 


damnation will not; cannot ſiumber d. And 
dreadful indeed will be your condition, if 
you continue to ſleep till fre and brimſtone 
awaken' you. © «© Conſider this, ye that for- 
«pet God, leſt he tear you in pieces, and? 


$. 2 Pet. n. 3. 


« there: q 
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there be none to deliver*!” The ricfs 
man, in the parable, being © in hell,, life. 
up his eyes.“ Then were his eyes open- 
ed. The bewitching pleaſures of the world, 
had lulled his conſcience aſleep. His ele- 
vated ſtation in life, became a continual 
prompter to his vanity, . and enabled him 
to riot in the luxuries of ſenſe. Earthly 
things engroſſed his. whole attention, -en- 
gaged his whole life, and left him no time 
to think about the ſtate of his ſoul, or the 
God who made him. The downward road, 
in which he walked, being broad, and eaſy, 
and much 'frequented ; he forgot to aſk 
himſelf where it would terminate, till his 
fleeting moments were all elapſed, and his 
ſtate was utterly deſperate. Thus he be- 
came a damned foul and. loſt his all, be- 
fore he apprehended his danger, —Beware, 
reader] leſt this ſhould be your caſe. May 
the children of this world and the ſons of 
carnal pleaſure, be effectually warned by 
this dreadful cataſtrophe of their unhappy. 
brother that they come not into. the 


* PC I. 22. | 
ſame 
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ſame place of black Pr ny . tor- 
ment! | 


Or, is my reader a ſerious perſon, and 
poſſeſſed of an abiding concern for his ĩm- 
mortal ſoul ? Permit me to aſk, Are you 
alive to the law, and ſeeking by a ſincere 
- obedience to it, to gain acceptance with the 
high and holy God ? If ſo, hear your 
doom; behold your danger. For thus the 
Lord and the Lawgiver determines the caſe: 
„As many as are of the works of the 
«Jaw, are”—what ? Pardoned-? accepted? 
bleſſed? Far from it. They are, on the 
contrary, UNDER A CURSE +” —* Amaz- 
ing !?* :cries one. That avowed rebels 
* againſt God, and the open breakers of 
© his law ʒ that they who publiſh their ſins; 
< as Sodom, and hide them not, as Gomor- 
rah; that all ſuch ſhould be under a 
* curſe, appears equitable. But that per- 
* ſons who are“ or THE woRKs of the 
* law;” who fincerely endeavour” to per- 
form its commands, and are looking, in 


t Gal. iii. 10. | 
© this 
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<:this rational and popular way, for accep- 
© tance and eternal life; that THEY ſhould 
* be in ſuch an awful ſituation, is quite in- 
8 nnen and tughly: onreaſonable. 


To mich. it "way ha N That all 
ada are * of the works of the law,“ are 
under it as a covenant. As ſuchs it re- 
quires petfect obedience; and perfect obe- 
dience it muſt have, or there is no juſtifica- 
tion by it. Now the apoſtle, in this alarm- 
ing paſſage, takes it for granted, that every 
man has ſinned and broken the law; Con- 
ſequently, they who are under it as a co- 
venant, not having abſtained from every 
ſin forbidden, and performed every duty 
required by it; its penal ſanction lies a- l 
gainſt them; it denounces a, curſe upon 
them: the awful declaration, therefore, is 
the language of ſtrict propriety; is the 
voice of truth itſelf.— How often ſhall the 
Moſt High declare, that no fleſh,” that 
no mortal, ſhall be juſtified before God, 
* by the deeds of the law.“ or by his 
own obedience to it; before you credit 


the ſolemn Son, or believe the hum- 
bling. 
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bling truth? Is the condition of your juſ- 
&tification ſo ſmall, or your ability ſo. great, 
that nothing will ſerve but you muſt per- 
form it yourſelves? Remember, ye de- 
luded mortals! Remember, that pardon 
of ſin, is a bleſſing ſo 2mmenſely rich; ac- 
ceptance with the infinite Jehovah, is a fa- 
vour fo extremely high; that if all the cattle 
on a thouſand hills were your own, and, 
together with the firſt-born of your bodies, 
were devoted to God in a burnt-offer- 
ing to make an atonement for the fin of 
your ſouls—were you to give all your 
goods away to feed the poor, and your 
bodies to be burned ; all, all would be en- 
tirely unavailing to procure either the one 
or the other. For a righteous God cannot 
accept the performances or the offerings of 
a ſinful creature, as a compenſation for the 
injury done by his crimes. —Beſides, it is 
the province of grace and the work of 
Chriſt alone, to obtain the pardon of fin, 
and render our perſons accepted. This is 
the capital truth of the Bible; the central 
point, in which all the lines of divine re- 
velation terminate, Yet if, after all, you 

will 


a its 
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will appeal to the law, to the law you muſt 
go. But remember that, in ſo doing, 
: Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing . So that 
you have no alternative, but to keep it per- 
ne or . 


SECT. UI. 


Believers dead to the law, confilered as & 


. 


E have ſeen, in the preceding Sec- 
tion, that unregenerate ſinners are 
alive to the law, as a covenant. We now 
proceed to ſhew, That believers are dead 
to it, under that conſideration. © I am 
dead to the law; ye are dead to the law,” 


days the apoſtle |. 


As all who are alive to the law, are ſeeking 
juſtification by it; as their expectations of 
acceptance with God, may be ultimately 
reſolved into ſome doings or endeavours of 
their own; ſome gracious habits or hea» 


t Gal. v. 2, 4. f| Gal. ii. 19. Rom. vi. 4. 
br | venly 
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venly qualities, of which they ſuppoſe 
themſelves to be the ſubjects; ſo they who 
are dead to the law, are entirely divorced 
from every ſuch expectation. Though they 
are well acquainted with the beauty of ho- 
lineſs, and far from deſpiſing a regular con- 
duct; though they would exert their ut- 
moſt efforts in a way of duty to God, and 
earneſtly deſire to bear a greater conformity 
to the Redeemer's image; yet they con- 
ſider theſe things as ſtanding in another 

place, and as deſigned to anſwer a very 
diffetent purpoſe, from that of being cauſes 
or conditions, more or leſs, of their juſtifi- 
cation. Yea, whatever aſſiſtance they may 
have from the Spirit of truth, in perform- 
ing religious duties; or whatever attain- 
ments they make in holineſs, through a 
divine influence; they conſider thoſe du- 
ties and this holmeſs, as totally diſtinct 
from that righteouſneſs on which they de- 
pend; from that obedience by which they 
are juſtified. 


1 
Fo 


Once, indeed, - they were of another 
mind, and viewed things in a very different 
C light. 


— 


— 
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light. Time was, when they thought high- 
ly of their own, thought meanly of their 
Saviour's-righteouſneſs. But, by the agen- 
cy of the divine Spirit, and the inſtrumen- 
tality of the diving law, their caſe is hap- 
pily altered. They are brought to ſee their 
abject poverty, and to NT their 
utter unworthineſs. 4 


Is the reader deſirous of knowing, by 
what means a ſinner becomes dead to the 
law, as a covenant ? The great apoſtle in- 
forms us, when he ſays; I through the 
aw am dead to the law.” The moral 
law, in the hand of the Spirit, is the ho- 
noured inſtrument of producing the hap- 
py change. By it the awakened ſinner diſ- 
cerns, the immaculate purity of the divine 
nature, and the conſummate rectitude of 
the divine will. Its precepts and prohibi- 
tions, containing a compleat ſyſtem of 
duty, are beheld by him, as entirely cor- 
reſpondent with the perfections of the infi- 
nite JeHovan. He beholds the unalien- 
able rights of the great Legiſlator, in the 


demands of his _ and a diſcovery of 
| that 
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that perfect correſpondence which there. is, 
between the requirements of- the law and 
the eternal rights of the Deity, evinces, to 
his conſcience, the holineſs and tranſcen- 
dent excellence of the law. Poſſeſſed of 
ſuch a conviction, the ſinner beholds, not 
only its unblemiſhed purity, but alſo its 
vaſt extent. He is obliged to acknow- 
ledge, that it requires truth in the inward 
parts; that it extends, to all the thoughts 
and all the deſires of the heart. That it 
demands, not only a courſe of obedience, 
unblameable in the eyes of men; but a 
purity of deſire, and a ſpirituality of affec- 
tion; a rectitude of deſign, and a perpetual 
ſeries of action, without a failure and with- 
out a flaw, in the ſight of the heart - ſearch- 


ing God. 


By the law, he comes to ſee the nature 
and the evil of fin. Sin is © a tranſgreſſion 
« of the law;” a contrariety to the reveal - 
ed will, and to the holy nature of God. 
Nor does it only manifeſt what ſin is, in 
itſelf, but alſo what it deſerves. It reveals 


the wrath of God againſt all ungodlineſs 
C 2 33, and 
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and unrighteouſneſs of men; againſt every 

the leaſt departure from abſolute perfection. 
It denounces an awful curſe, and unſheaths 
the ſword of divine juſtice, againſt every 
tranſgreſſor. Its language is; © Curſed is 
every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of 
© the law to do them.“ It faſtens a charge 
of guilt on the ſinner's conſcience, and 
binds him over to eternal torment. 


And as the law teaches a ſinner the holi- 
neſs of the divine nature and the ſuperla- 
tive evil of ſin; ſo he is brought to ac- 
knowledge the equity of that ſentence de- 
nounced againſt him, and the righteouſneſs 
of God in the damnation of the guilty. 
His mouth is ſtopped : he pleads guilty be- 
fore his Judge. Sin, he.ſces, is an infinite 
evil, and jultly deſerves everlaſting puniſh- 
ment. He is convinced that if the ſentence 
of death, pronounced upon him, were to 
be executed in all its rigour, he ſhould 
have no right to complain. His language 
is; The law is worthy of God: my Ma- 
* ker is righteous: damnation is my due.” 


Beheiding 
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Beholding the aggravations of his ſins, and 

ie imperfections of his duties, the depra- 
vity of his heart, and the ſpirituality of 
the law; he deſpairs of ever obtaining the 
favour of God, or peace for his conſcience 
by any future endeavours. He ſees with 
amazement,. and confeſſes with grief, rhe 
pride and the folly. of his former expecta- 
tions of righteouſneſs and life. by the law, 
Ile lies low: at the foot of ſovereign mercy. 
Fully convinced of his abſolute need of a 
Saviour, who can give the law its demands, 
and reſcue his periſhing-ſoul-from deſtruc- 
tion; who can ſatisfy the claims of juſtice, 
and exerciſe boundleſs mercy z he is con- 
tent to be ſaved by the righteouſneſs of 
another, and to be for ever indebted o free, 
diſtinguiſhing, infinite grace. 


Let us hear the great teacher of the Gen- 
tiles deliver his own experience, in refer- 
ence to this very thing. I was alive 
* without the. law once; but when the- 
e commandment came, ſin revived. and I 
* died $.” I was alive; elated with a fond 
8 Rom. vii: 9. 

5 | C 3. conceit 
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conceit of my inherent excellencies and 
moral endowments, I imagined myſelf ſafe, 
I thought myfelf happy. But, when this 
deluſive perſuaſion poſſeſſed my heart, T 
was without the law. Though for it, I 
profeſſed the higheſt regard ; though to it, 
I endeavoured to conform my life ; I was 
entirely ignorant of its ſpiritual nature, and 
without the leaſt knowledge of its true de- 
ſign. As the moſt learned and admired 
doctors of the age had taught, I ſuppoſed 
that a ſuperficial obſervance of the duties 
it enjoins, and an outſide forbearance from 
the things it prohibits, were all it required*. 
But when the commandment came; when Tl 
ſaw its immaculate purity, as an image of 
the divine holineſs, and beheld its exten- 
ſive demands, as a-tranſcript of the divine 
will;—when I viewed it as demanding per- 
fection, with a ſovereign authority, and 
heard it denouncing vengeance, as with 
the voice of God, againſt every the leaſt 
offence, then /in revived, A clear and live- 
ly ſenſe of fin penetrated my very foul. I 


Matt. v. a1, 22 27, 28, 33, 34, 43) 44+ 


ſaw 


* 
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ſaw:: myſelf, chargeable with innumerable 


tranſgreſſions. I felt myſelf ſubje& to 


many 1 corruptions. My heart, 
of whoſe purity I was before ſo ready to 
boaſt, I found to be deceitful above all 
<« things, and deſperately wicked,” The 
beſt of my actions, in which I was wont to 
confide, appeared but ſplendid fins ; and, 
in, reference to my juſtification before God, 
] deſpiſed them © as filthy rags.” In con- 
ſequenca of which, I died. My ſelf-cighte- 
ous hopes, which before had reared their 
heads aloft, were now daſned i in the duſt. 
The ſentence of death, as the deſert of ſin, 
pronounced by the law, I acknowledged to 
be juſt. All my pleas, and all my expec- 
tations of life by the law, were then ſtruck 
dead. Nor did I only -renounce my | paſt 
performances and preſent attainments, as 
inſufficient and deplorably defective in the 
account of a holy God, and in the eye of 
his righteous law; but alſo to deſpair of 
ever doing any thing in future, by any 
aſſiſtance whatever, to win the favour of 
my Judge, or obtain acceptance before 


him. So that every ſelf- righteous ſupport, 
C 4 was 
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was entirely removed; and every avenue 
to comfori, by my own obedience, was eters 
_ nally barred. 


Thus it was with Paul, after all his ſin- 
cetity and all his obedience, before con- 
verſion; and thus it is with every ſinner 
who is brought to the knowledge of the 
true God, and diſcerns the purity of the 
divine law. For no man beholds the grace 
of the goſpel, who does not acknowledge 
the equity of the law. We ſhall never con- 
ſider ſalvation as divinely- free, till we cor- 
dially confeſs our condemnation to be en- 
tirely juſt.— But when the purity. of the 
Lawgiver is ſeen in the flaming holineſs af 
his law z when it denounces i its curſe againſt 
the ſinner, and his own canſkience, - being 
ſtung with guilt, confirms the dreadful 
ſentence, and with an awful emphaſis re- 
plies, ** Thou art the man:“ then the re- 
lief provided by grace and revealed in the 
goſpel, is beheld with an ardent deſire; is 
embraced with exuberant joy. Thus, by 
the agency of the holy Spirit, the law ſub- 
m_ the * deſign of the goſpel. 

| The 
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The righteouſneſs and terror of the legal 
ſanction are happily uſeful, to illuſtrate 
the freeneſs and proclaim the eee, 
of ſaving grace, tots 


The-Ganer being brought, by divine. 
teaching, to ſee the inſufficiency of hisowtr” 
obedience, and to renounce his former 
hopes, as being no other than a . refuge of 
« lies ;” is filled with anxious inquiries, how 
he may eſcape the wrath to come, Having 
tried every expedient which preſented itſelf. 
to his mind, as any way proper to afford 
relief to his guilty conſcience, and finding 
every expedient fail; he is ready to faint 
with fear and fink in deſpondency. He 
drops every pretenſion to perſonal worthi- - 
neſs, and freely acknowledges himſelf the 
chief of ſinners. -So far is he from advanc- 
ing a claim to heaven, on the footing of 
duty performed, that he is amazed he Was 
not long ſince tranſmitted to hell for his 
crimes,—But grace forbids that he ſhould. 
be overwhelmed in deſpair. That ſame 
Spirit, by whoſe-omnipotent agency he was 
divorced from the law, leads him to Jeſus, . 

_ C5; And: 
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And now that ſovereign mercy, to which 
he ſubmitted with.ſuch reluctance, appears 
with a wining aſpect. Now that boundlefs 


' | grace, which he had ſo long deſpiſed, ſhines 


with peculiar glory. To that mercy, as 
revealed in the atonement, he flees, like a 
murderer purſued by the officers of juſtice ; 
or like the unhappy manſlayer of old, be- 
fore the avenger of blood: and on this 
grace, as reigning by Jeſus Chriſt, he reſts 
his all for eternity. Now the everlaſting 
covenant begins to unveil its infinite ſtores 
to his raviſhed view; and the goſpel pours 
its healing balm into his wounded conſci- 
ence. The; crucified Jeſus is now his only 
hope. That he © may win Chriſt, and be 
found in him,“ is all his ſalvation and all 
his defire. : Riches and honours, crowns 
and kingdoms, are little, are nothing to 
him, compared with an intereſt in the Re- 
deemer.— Being © dead to the law,” he re- 
nounces himſelf in every view: and reflects 
on his former ignorance and phariſaical 
pride, with the greateſt amazement and 
the deepeſt ſelf-abhorrence. Finding an 
all-ſuffictency in the adored Immanuel, not 

on'y 
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only to ſupply his wants, but to make him 
infinitely rich and eternally happy; he 
reſts completely ſatisfied, The perfect obe 
dience of his divine Subſtitute, which is 
revealed in the goſpel, and received by 
faith, being that in which Jexovan- him- 
ſelf © lights 3 I is an adequate ground far 
his ſtrongeſt confidence, and an inex- 
hauſtible ſource for his ſublimeſt joy. Such 
is the ſtate, and ſuch are the views, of all 
who are dead to the law. 


Having ſuch a diſcovery of the divine 
purity and divine law, : he is far from 
boaſting over the vileſt of men, or the molt - 
infamous. wretches. The more he knows 
of God, of the violated. law, and of his 
own ſinful ſtate, the more is he convineed 
that he has reaſon to ſay, Behold, I am 
*« vile!” _ Yet, at the ſame time, he dare, 
as in the preſence of God, contemplate the 
holy commandment, and give conſcience 
her full ſcope, without frar of confuſion: 
being well perſuaded, however aggravated 


+ La. xlii. 21. 
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a charge may be brought againſt him, that 
grace has provided and the goſpel reveals a 
righteouſneſs, which is quite ſufficient to 
declare the juſtice of God in juſtifying him, 
even in the worſt view he can have of him- 
ſelf ; nay, which is incomparably more, in 
the worſt view in which he can appear be- 
fore the Omniſcient. . Though he once 
imagined, that the idea of a juſt God, and 
- the fear of eternal miſery, were abſolutely 
inſeperable; yet he now reveres the former, 
without dreading the latter. 


That every real faint is dead to the law; 
and that his whole hope, as to juſtification, 
centers in the mercy of 1 the merit 
of Chriſt; in the grace of the covenant 
and the blood of the croſs; appear from 
the ſcriptures with ſuperior evidence. Out 
of a multitude of inſtances, recorded in 
the Bible, we will ſelect a few. We will 
aſk ſome of the moſt excellent ſaints that 
ever adorned a religious profeſſion in any 
age of the world, or in any nation of men; 
On what their hopes of acceptance with. 
oy were founded ? And we ſhall find 

that 


© 
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that their uniform anſwer will be; Not 
on any thing in us, nor on any thing done 
y us; but on that cLorious PERSON, 
© and on his FINISHED wok k, who is the 

« deſire of all nations, and the falvation. & 
6 * all the ends of the earth.” 


job we know, was a faint of no in- 
ferior rank. He was no leſs exemplary for 
his piety, than remarkable for his af- 
flictions and the patience with which they 
were ſuffered. He was favoured with pe- 
culiar manifeſtations of the divine will; 
and Jehovah himſelf declared, there was 
© none like him in the earth.“ This emi- 
nent ſaint could. not be ignorant of the real 
worth of his perſonal obedience, nor of 
the place in which it ought ro ſtand; No; 
this obedience he found occaſion to plead, 
and ſpeaks of it as an an article of great 
importance. But where, and on what ac- 
count? Not before the great Sovereign of 
the univerſe, and in order to acteptanct 
with him; but before his fellow. mortal, 
and in vindication of his own mf incerity. 5 


* | 
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Wuen his friends, miſtaking his caſe, 
and not being well acquainted with the me- 
thods of providence, charged- him with 
being a hypocrite, and inferred from the 
variety and ſeverity of his ſufferings, that 
he muſt needs be a wicked man ; he plead- 
ed, in defence of himſelf, the excellence 
of his conduct and the utility of his life. 
He, as the apoſtle James requires, proved 
the reality of his faith and the ſince- 
rity of his profeſſion, by his works. He 
| knew that a different conduct from the car- 
nal and profane, was the only thing that 
could evidence to the world, the ſuperiority 
of his ſtate in the ſight of God, or free his 
profeſſion from the charge of hypocriſy, 
To this, therefore, he appeals. .. This he 
ſtrenuouſly and juſtly pleads againſt the 
charge of his miſtaken friends, in his long 
controverſy with them. 


But when the inquiry is; How ſhall 
man be juſt with God, or juſtified before 
him? and, what he is to plead, on what 
he is to rely, for that purpoſe ? then he 
conſiders. the ſtate of the queſtion as en- 
| tirely 
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tirely altered. The | venerable faint well 
knew, that as he was before a higher'tri- 
bunal, and in the preſence of a Judge who 
ſearches the heart; ſo the righteouſneſs 
pleadable there, muſt be as much ſuperior 
to what was ſufficient in the former caſe, 
as the tribunal at which he ſtood was more 
awful, the Judge more holy, or the'event 
more important. For who can ſtand, in 
any righteouſneſs of his own, before ſo 
holy a God, before ſo righteous a Judge? 
There he knew, that nothing ſhort of per- 
fetion would be admitted; and that by no- 
thing leſs could he be juſtified. He, 
therefore, entirely renounces his former 
plea. He drops every pretenſion to per- 
ſonal holineſs. And, ſo far from ad- 
vancing a claim on the Deity, he pours 
out ſorrowful confeſſions of his original 
pollution and actual tranſgreſſions, - * Be- 
hold, I am vile!“ is his language. 1 
* abhor myſelf,” as the filthieſt of crea» 
tures, as the baſeſt of criminals; “ and re- 
pent in duſt and aſhes+.”—Here we ſee 5 


+ Job xl. 4. and xlli. 6 


not 
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not the Samaritan woman, not the Phi- 
 lippian Jailer, not the Thief on the 
croſs but, the moſt eminent ſaint of his 
day, and one of the bolieft mea that ever 
lived :—hereweſee him | bearing the marks 
of deep humiliation and ſorrow, and in 
the attitude of. a miſerable ſinner. His 
language is expreſſive of. one, whoſe con- 
ſcience is ſmitten with an alarming ſenſe of 
guiltz who deprecates deſerved vengeance, 
and implores a free pardon—of one Who 
conſiders. himſelf, perfectly on a level in. 
the ſight of God, as to juſtification be- 
fore him, with the publican in the parable; 
and as having no other refuge for his guilty, 
ſoul, nor any other plea to make, than 
that poor publican had. Divine mercy, ma- 
nifeſted in a living Redeemer, was the 
only hope of holy Job; and the ſame free 
mercy, revealed in the atonement, was the 
hope and the plea of the profligate publican ꝓ. 


i Such alſo was the conduct of the man 
after God's own heart. Enter not into 
4 Job xix, 23, 26, 27, . Luke xviii. 13. 


70 | judgment: 
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« judgment with thy ſervant; for in thy 
« ſight ſhall no man living be juſtified l.“. 
Language this, very ſtrongly. expreflive of 
the mind of one, who is dead to the law. 
Theſe words plainly indicate, that David's 
heart was deeply impreſſed, with an aws 
ful ſenſe of Jehovah's immaculate purity 3 
the imperfections attending his own obe- 
dience; the extenſive demands of the holy 
law; and the terror of that ſentence which 
was his righteous deſert, and muſt una- 
voidably be paſſed upon him, if tried by 
that ſublime ſtandard of duty, and ac- 
cording to the tenour of his o] conduct. 
And it is very obſervable, that when 


the pſalmiſt thus deprecates the awful trial, 


be conſiders and ſtiles himfelf, a ſervant 
of God. But though he aſſumes the ho- 
nourable character, he is far from plead- 
ing his ſervices, or truſting to his on 


obedience, for juſtification. Nay, he pe- 


remptorily affirms that, before the Lord, 
x0 man, no ſervant of his, can be juſ⸗ 
tified.— To theſe words the * re- 


I fal. exliii. 2. 
fers 
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fers when he ſo often declares; | By the 
*« deeds of the law, ſhall no fleſh be juſti- 
« fied.” This is a capital truth. And till 
this truth be cordially embraced till the 
propriety and foundation of it be clearly 
ſeen; no one can form a proper idea, either 
of the character of Jeſus, or the grace of 
the goſpel : can either ſee his danger, or 
ſeek out for relief. 


With this leading truth, the ſweet ſinger 
of Iſrael was thoroughly acquainted. 
Hence it gains admittance into another of 
his devout odes and inimitable compoſiti- 
ons. In which place he alſo informs us, 
what was the rock of his hopes and the 
ſource. of his joy. Theſe are his words: If 
thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark iniquities; 
O Lord, who ſhall ſtand? But there is 
«forgiveneſs. with. thee, that thou mayeſt 
be feared . Inſtructive, important ſay- 
ing! Moſt happily calculated to rebuke 
the pride of ſclf-righteous confidence, and 
raiſe the hopes of deſponding ſinners.— 


® Pſal. xxx. 3, 4. 


Here 
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Here the Lord's anointed flees for ſafety to 
ſovereign grace, and draws his comfort 
from pardoning mercy. Being dead to the 
law; having all his expectations of being 
juſtified by it, entirely extinguiſhed z he 
looks to another covenant, and has re- 
ſource to another plea.—Having the awful 
judgment in view, and conſidering the iſſue 
of ſuch an exact ſcrutiny z; he trembles at 
the thought of appearing before his immor- 
tal Judge, in his own obedience. For in 
ſuch away of proceeding, © Who ſhall 
« ſtand? who can be acquitted ? Not one 
of a thouſand; not one of a million; not 
one of all the human race. And were it. 
not for that forgiveneſs which is with God; 
and is diſpenſed in the blood of the Lamb; 
not only the hope of David, but that of 
every ſinner, would have been entirely and 
eternally eclipſed. —But this forgiveneſs 
being worthy of God, proceeding from the 
infinite riches of grace, and equal to the 
wants of the moſt enormous tranſgreſſor; 
behold ! there is hope for the vileſt. Fox - 
GIVENESS. charming word! — Forgive- 
neſs wiTH Gop !—=with Him againſt whom 


We 


44 Believers dead to the law. 
ve have ſinned; with Him who has autho- 
rity to pardon, as well as power to puniſh; 
ſolid foundation for your hopes, O trem- 
bling ſinner! Believing this declaration; 
building on this baſis, what ſhould hinder,, 
or who has a right te forbid, that our 
hopes ſhould riſe ſublime to heaven; that: 
they ſhould be firm, as the divine declara- 
tion, and bright as the ſun in his meridian: 
glory? Ves, believer, this is your unalien - 
able right; chis is your ineſtimable privi- 
lege. For that © ſtrong conſolation” the 
Tord is ſo willing to beſtow, and for which. 
he has made ſuch ample proviſion; is de- 
Gened for all thoſe, who have fled for re- 
«. fuge to lay hold on. the hope ſet before 
* them +.” For ſuch who have already fled, 
for ſuch who are now fleeing t, to Jeſus 
the appointed refuge; the immutability of 
the divine counſel, the irrevocableneſs of the. 
divine promiſe, and the /o/emnity of the di- 
vine oath, are all engaged to ſecure their 
happinefs and raiſe their joy: - 


+ Heb, vi. 18. t. ol xalapuyilere 
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Would the reader be more fully per- 
ſuaded that the royal prophet was dead to the 
law ? let him read the deſcription which 
David gives of the bleſſed man, and con- 
ſider his words. No man can, with pro- 
-priety, be called 3/gfed, but he who is in 
a pardoned ſtate and accepted of God; and 
this the pſalmiſt intimates. For, till his 
fins be pardoned and his perſon accepted, 
he is under a Curſe and obnoxious to wrath. 
How, then, does that experienced ſaint and 
infallible author deſcribe the bleſſed man? 
and to what does he afcribe his juſtification? 
To a perſonal, or an imputed righteouſneſs ? 
Does he attain this bleſſed and happy ſtate; 
does he enjoy this great and precious pri- 
vilege, in conſequence of keeping the law, 
or becauſe he has performed a fincere; 
though imperfeft obedience? No ſuch 
thought was conceived in the pfalmiſt's 
mind; no ſuch thing drops from his pen. 
His words are; „ Bleſſed is he whoſe 
e tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe fin is 
e covered. Bleſſed is the man unto whom 
the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in 
* whoſe 
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„ whoſe ſpirit there is no guile |.” —The 
bleſſed man is here deſcribed, as one who 
is, in himſelf, a polluted ſinner ; an inſol- 
vent debtor z and deeply preſſed in his con- 
ſcience with the weight of his guilt *®. And 
his. bleſſedneſs ariſes; not from his own n 
duties, or his well-meant endeavours to 
keep the law ; but, from the pardoning love 
of God, the purifying blood of Jeſus, and 
the /anFifying operations of the Holy Spirit. 
His bleſſedneſs conſiſts, in being cleanſed 
from his loathſome defilement ; the non-im- 
putatien of his enormous debt; the removal 
of his intolerable burden; and the renewal 
of a right ſpirit within him. The laſt of 
which particulars is not the cauſe or con- 
dition of the former; but an evidence of 
their being enjoyed. 


Pſal. xxxii. 25 2. 

. * The chree terms uſed in the text, to expreſs the par- 
doning mercy of God, give us theſe three ideas of ſin; to 
ſet forth, in a more affecting view, its various malignity. 
At the ſame time to repreſent, in a more ſtriking light, the 
complicated wretchedneſs of that man whoſe ſins are not 
forgiven ; and to ſhew the ſuperior excellence of a free 


pardon, 


The 
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The obſervation which Paul makes on 


this evangelical and comfortable text, is 
full to our purpoſe. He informs us, that 
the deſign of David in theſe words is, to 
deſcribe the bleſſedneſs of the man, unto 


hom God imputeth righteouſneſs with- 


out works +.” — Righteouſneſs imputed: 
' righteauſneſs without works. An odd kind 
of phraſes, in the account of many! Un- 


couth and myſterious. to all who are alive | 


to the law, and ſeeking juſtification. by it. 


But quite intelligible and highly comfort- 
ing, to ſuch as are dead to the law; to ſuch 
who believe in Jeſus, as the © juſtifier of 
* the.ungodly ;“ and venerate his charm- - 
ing name, Taz Lonp our RIGHTEOUS- ' 
« xxss.” To ſuch perſons, the phraſes 


are replete with marrow and fatneſs. Such 
divine declatations feaſt their very ſouls. 
For they are the words of grace and the 
language of love.— By them, under the di- 
.rection of the Holy Spirit, their anxious 
inquiries, about acceptance with the eter- 
nal Sovereign, are ſatisfied. Being con- 


+ Rom, iv. 6. 7, 8. 
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ſcious that they have no righteouſneſs of 
their own, and equally certain that with- 
out a perfe& obedience to the divine law 
they cannot be juſtified ; they muſt have 
ſunk in defpair, if ſuch a proviſion had not 
been made by ſovereign grace; if ſuch a 
Tighteouſneſs had not been performed by 
their wonderful Subſtitute, as that which 
is here deſigned. But a righteouſneſs with- 
out works; having no dependence upon, 
being entirely detached” from, their own 
duties of every kind ; being complete in 
itſelf and intended for their uſe ; bis is the 
righteouſneſs they want.—A righteouſneſs 
imputed. Being performed for them by 
"Jeſus, as their repreſentative; and placed 
to their account, by a gracious God ; this 
brings it near to their ſouls, makes it war- 
rantable for them to call it their own and 
| glory 1 in it, = 


| Let us once more attend to the dictates, and 
conſider the conduct of Paul, in reference 
to this affair.— That he was © dead to the 
« law,” thoſe important words which con- 
tain the ſubject of this Eſſay, expreſsly al- + 
* ſert 
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ſert. That he had no expectations of life 
and happineſs from his own obedience to 
it; and that his whole hope was reſolved, 
into the ſovereign grace of God, and the 
perfect work of Chriſt; are things extremely 
evident from all his invaluable writings. A 
few of thoſe paſſa ges, in which theſe fun- 
damental truths are either expreſsly aſſert- 
ed, or ſtrongly 1 hall now be con- 
adered. | | 


, 4 
# — „ ˖ 


In his controverſial epiſtle to the de- 
ceived Galatians, he forms a ſtriking con- 
traſt between the works of the law, and faith 
in Jeſus, Thrice he mentions the works of 
4he law, and thrice he excludes them from 
having any the leaſt concern in. our juſtifi- 
cation. With equal frequency he men- 
tions the faith of Chriſt, and as often aſſerts 
that we are juſtified by it . Theſe are his 
words: We who are Jews by nature, and 
not ſinners of the Gentiles, knowing that 


+ That is, not by the principle, or the exerciſe of faith, 
but by the object of it; which is Chriſt and his righte- 
oulneſs, 


D « man 
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* a man 1is not juſtified by the works of the 
% law, but by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
«even we have believed in Jeſus Chriſt, 
«* that we might be juſtified by the faith of 
« Chriſt, and not by. the works of the law: 
« for by the works of the law ſhall nofleſh 
be juſtified . We wwho are Jews by na- 
ture, and not ſinners of the Gentiles. We, 
who are the children of Abraham, and the 
peculiar people of God; to whom the ſa- 
cred oracles were committed, who have the 
ordinances of divine worſhip, and whoſe 
ſituation in all reſpects, is greatly ſuperior 
to that of the ignorant, profligate, idola- 
trous Gentiles— We, who poſſeſs ſo many 
advantages, in compariſon with the be- 
nighted.Heathen.; and, were ſuch a thing 
practicable, have all the encouragement 
. which any perſons. could have, to expect 
zuſtification by our-own.obedience; yet w 
have renounced every hope of that kind. 
Well knowing that a man, whether Jew of 
Gentile, is not juſtified by the works of the 
Jaw. Being fully perſuaded that he is not 


1 Gal. ii. Wo 16. 


accepted 
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accepted of God, on account of any works 
which he has done, by any aſſiſtance what- 
ever; but by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, By 
relying on him as the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs, and believing on him as the 
juſtifier of the ungodly. Even we, poſ- 
ſeſſing· ſuch a conviction, and acting under 
ſuch a perſuaſion ; have believed in Feſus 
Chriſt. Have renounced our own righte- 
ouſneſs, as being abſolutely inſufficient and. 
betaken ourſelves to the Lord Meſſiah un- 
der the humbling character of guilty, help- 
leſs, -periſhing ſinners. And with this pro- 
feſſed deſign, tbat we might be juſtified by 
the faith of Chriſt, and not by the works of 
the law. That our fins might be pardon- 
ed, and our perſons accepted, in this truly 
evangelical way : no longer deſiring, nor 
any more attempting. to ſeek theſe ſuper- 
lative bleſſings by the works of the law, 
whether they be moral or ceremonial. And 

good reaſon we have to drop every ſuch 

purſuit. For God himſelf has declared, 

and it ſtands on everlaſting record, to con- 


Rom. x. 4. and iv. 5, 
D 2 | found 
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found every proud attempt to eſtabliſh our 
own obedience; that by the- works of the 
law, ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. So that, whe- 
ther we regard the divine declaration, re- 
.corded by the pſalmiſt F, or. whether we 
advert to the manifold imperfections at- 
tending our beſt performances; ve are fully 
aſſured, that we never ſhall, that we never 
can be juſtified by them. Such is the pur- 
port of this apoſtolic teſtimony, 


- In this inſtructive text, the zealous 
apoſtle ſtates, aſlerts, and defends the truth 
for which we plead, in the moſt emphatical 
and reiterated manner. This one paſſage, 
therefore, if conſidered in connection with 
the ſcope and deſign of the whole epiſtle, 
and the ſtate of the Galatian churches, at 
the time in which it was written and ad- 
dreſſed to them; may be juſtly eſteemed a 
deciſive proof of the point. A deciſive 
| proof, that no man ever was accepted of 

God; that no man ever can be juſtified be- 
fore him; by any holineſs, of which he is 


+ Pſal.. exliii. 2. 
the 
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the ſubject, or on account of any works 
which he has performed: and, conſequent- 
ly, that every true believer'is © dead to the 
« law.” 


The views of a man who is alive to the 
law, and the hope of one who is dead to it, 
are finely deſcribed by the ſame infallible 
author, in his conſolatory and inſtructive 
letter to the church at Philippi. Theſe 
things he illuſtrates in his own experience 
and conduct. The ſuppert of his hope 
and the views which he had before conver. 
fion, he compares with what he after enjoy- 
ed.—While alive to the law and before 
converſion, the privileges of his birth, as a 
ſon of the renowned Abraham, and his cir= 
cumciſion according to the divine command; 
the zeal which he had for the traditions f 
his fathers, and the ftrine/s of his profeſ- 
fion, as a phariſee; his punctual performance 
of ceremonial inſtitutions, his unblame- 
able conduct in the fight of men, and his 
ſincere obedience to the moral law; were the 
thinzs which he counted his greateſt gain, 
as conſtituting the foundation of his hope 

D 3 of 
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of eternal life. Theſe were the ground of 
his ſelf-righteous confidence, and the fewel 
of his phariſaical pride. And, if truſt- 
ing in theſe things had been lawful or ſafe 
for any man, no one had greater advantages 
or a fairer pretence, than Saul the phariſce 


had *. 


But, when apprehended by omnipotent 
grace +, and dead to the law; he builds 
on another foundation, and ſpeaks a very 
different language. Then he declares, that 
all thoſe things which he once accounted 
his higheſt gain, he now eſteems, not only 
mean, in compariſon with Chriſt, but 19/5 
itſelf. With an air of great ſolemnity, and 
as going to utter a truth of the laſt import- 
ance, he adds; © Yea doubtlefs, and I 
* count all things but loſs, for the excel- 
„ lency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus 
c my Lord. For whom I have ſuffered 
« the loſs of all things, and do count them 
« but dung that I may win Chriſt, and be 
found in him; not having mine ownright- 


Philip. iii. 4. - + Ibid. 12. 1 
58 5 eouſneſs, 
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% eouſneſs, which is of the law, but that 
* which is through the faith of Chriſt, the 
* righteouſneſs which is of God by faith 4.“ 


Let us briefly conſider the ſeveral clauſes 
of this remarkable text. Yea douptleſs 3 
I affirm it without the leaſt heſitation, and am 
determined to abide it. That I count ALL 
THINGS ; whether they be birth- privileges, 
or phariſaical zeal; ceremonial rites, or 
moral duties; theſe, all theſe, notwithſtand- 
ing their ſplendid appearance to an eye 
tinctured with Jewiſh prejudices, I count 
but loſs. Yea, I do not only thus repudiate 
all my privileges and all my performances 
before converſion ; but all my apoſtolic 
gifts and all my chriſtian graces ;, all that 
I have and all that I do, I eſteem of no 
avail in the grand article of juſtification. 
Theſe things, though abundantly uſeful and 
highly excellent, when ſtanding in their 
proper places, and referred to ſuitable ends; 
are little, are nothing, are loſs itſelf, com- 
pared with he exceilency of the knowledge of 


2 Philip. ui, 8, 9. 
D4 Chrif 
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Chriſt Feſus my Lord. Such is the love 
I bear to my Saviour, and ſuch the eſteem 
I have for his righteouſneſs, that for his ſake 
1 have gladly ſuffered the loſs of all things 
which I once ſo highly prized. And, how- 
ever ſtrange it may appear to a mind leaven- 
ed with legal pride, I again declare, that I 
count them deſpicable as the ſordid ſcraps, 
which are thrown tothe dogs ; and lothſome 
as dung, which is caſt out of ſight, Such 
is the amount of my own performances, 
and ſuch my eſtimate of them, if ſet in 
competition with Jeſus, and preſuming to 
ſtand in the place of his righteouſneſs. It 
is, therefore, now my principal deſire and 
ſupreme concern, that Imay win Chriſt, as 
quite ſufficient to ſupply all my wants, and 
render me completely and eternally happy. 
That fo, when the Judge aſcends the throne 
and wrath makes inquiſition for blood; 
when none but the perfectly righteous ſhall 
be able to ſtand, I may be found in him the 
Beloved “. For, being thus found, my ac- 
ceptance is certain; my ſalvation is ſure. 


® Eph. 1. 6. 


No: 
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Not baving, not depending upon or plead- 
ing, mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the 
law : my inherent” holineſs with which 1 
am endued, as a chriſtian; and thoſe righ- 
teous acts I have been enabled to perform, 
in compliance with the ſacred precepts, and 
with a view to the glory of God. But, 
being adorned with and depending upon, 
that ou obedience which is through the 
faith of Chriſt : which was finiſhed by him, 
is revealed in the goſpel, and received by 
faith. Even that obedience which, to de- 
note its abſolute perfection and the manner 
in which the ſinner enjoys it to his com- 
fort, is called; Tune RIGHTEOUSNESS or 
GoD BY rAITH.— Thus GamalicPs pupil, 
thus the apoſtle of Chriſt, delivers his faitin 
and deſcribes the foundation of his hope of 
future acceptance. And this declaration 
he made, on purpoſe to guard the Philip- 
pian converts againit the ſubtle attacks of 
judaizing teachers : who-ſtrenuouſly con- 
tended, that ſomething more was neceſſary 
to juſtification, than the righteouſneſs of the 


4 7 Philip. iii. 1, 2. 
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divine Redeemer, and a reliance upon it. 

Which conſideration renders the argument 

from this paſſage, the more ſtrongly con- 
_ Cluſive in proof of the point in hand. 


Let us hear another infallible teacher and 
faithful follower of the Lamb, when deli- 
vering, not his own private ſentiments, but 
the faith of the church, and in the name of 
all the apoſtles.—A controverſy being raiſed 
about the neceſſity of circumciſion in order 
to ſalvation, which was carried on by the 
Jewiſh zealots with no ſmall degree of 
warmth, and not without much diſturbance 
to the peace of believers; and the apoſtles 
and elders being convened at Jeruſalem to 
conſider the unhappy affair; Peter, after 
mentioning various things, concludes with 
a ſhort but comprehenſive declaration of 
his own faith, and the faith of the church 
in general. —Let us attentively hear his 
words, and diligently conſider their import. 
For he ſpeaks by the Holy Ghoſt, and de- 
livers the mind of Chriſt, He ſpeaks on 
a weighty occaſion, and to determine an 
important controyerly The controverſy, 

in 
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in fact, was; Whether Jeſus only ſhould 
have the glory of the ſinner s ſalvation * Or, 
Whether human endeavours and human wor- 
thineſs, ought not to ſhare it with him? Thus 
the conteſt lay, between the grace of God 
and the pride of man: and thus it ſtill con- 
tinues, however the terms of the queſtion 
may be varied, or whatever diſguiſes may 


be put upon it. 


The deciſion given to this controverſy 
in thoſe times, and what will be always 
valid, is contained in the following words. 
« BUT WE BELIEVE, THAT THROUGH THE 
© GRACE OF OUR LoRD Jesus CHRIST, WE 
SHALL BE SAVED I.“ Salvation is that all- 
comprehenſive bleſſing, which the awaken- 
ed ſinner wants. Let this be granted, 
and his defires are ſatisfied : he can have 
no more. For it includes, a complete de- 
liverance from every evil, and the full en- 
joyment of every good. Now this inki- 
nitely glorious bleſſing, is expreſsly ſaid to 
be 'by grace. And grace is free favour. In 


3 Acts xv. 11. 
the 
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the ſacred writings it is directly oppoſed to 
all works and worthineſs. + Nor can it be 
otherwiſe, For where works and worthi- 
neſs come into conſideration, there the pro- 
vince of grace ceaſes.“ When, therefore, 
it is affirmed by the oracle of heaven, that 
we are ſaved by grace, we are led to con- 
clude ; That our own duties, however fin- 
cere or however diverſified, have no part 
in the wonderful work. But that favour, 
free, ſevereign favour, is all in all. The 
foundation of the ſpiritual temple, and of 
our eternal happineſs, was laid in the riches 
of grace. The ſtones are poliſned and the 
ſuperſtructure is reared, by the hand of 
omnipotent grace. And when the laſt ſtone 
in the magnificient edifice ſhall be laid, it 
will be with ſhoutings, * Grace! ORACE 
unto it!“ —-It was free, ſovereign grace, 
which diſtinguiſhed the veſſels of mercy, 
jn the eternal decree of election. The 
reaſon why they were choſen rather than 


* Gratia non erit gratia ullo modo, niſi fit gratuita 
omni modo. Ad Synod. Dordrech, Par, III. p. 211. 


Zech. iv. 7. 


others, 
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others, is to be reſolved; not into any dif- 
ference there was originally between them 
and thoſe who finally periſh, nor into any 
good works foreſeen ; but into the ſover- 
eign will of Him who ſays, © I will have 
* mercy, on whom I will have mercy .“ 

| | Tue 


+ Rom. ix. 15. The doctrine of ſovereign, Aiſlinguiſbing 
grace, it muſt be acknowledged, is too generally exploded 
as a fiction. It is now diſcarded, as not fitted to gain the 
aſſent of the free-inquirer, in ſo enlightened and polite an 
age as the preſent.— The oppoſers of it generally plead, its 
ſuppoſed inconſſtency with the ideas we naturally have of the 
perfections of the Supreme Being. But the reaſon, the true 
reaſon is, its inconſiſtency with the pride of man, and the 
opinion of human worthineſs, which ſo generally prevail. 
And here, it muſt be owned, there is an entire and eternal 
repugnancy. That being cordially received, theſe muſt fall 
to the ground, as Dagon before the ark. Hence it is that 
we are naturally ſo loth to embrace this humbling truth. 
Yea, ſome there are who freely confeſs, that ſalvation is by 
Chriſt only, and through his imputed righteouſneſs ; who 
are not eaſily brought to admit the doQrine of eternal, per- 
ſonal, and unconditional election into their creed. And, 
though their experience may plead for it, though their other 
avowed ſentiments may involve it; yet they diſpute againſt 
it, as commonly and juſtly Rated by Calviniſts, and en- 
deavour to load it with horrid conſequences. This the 
writer of theſe pages knows by experience, to his grief and 
ſhame. Through the ignorance of his mind, the pride 
of his heart, and the * of his education; he, in his 

| younger 


62 Believers dead to the law. 


The ſame grace was concerned in the con- 
ſtitution of the everlaſting covenant of 
peace, which was made with Chriſt, as the 
head of the choſen ſeed; and in treaſuring 


up all ſpiritual bleſſings in him on. their 


behalf. Our redemption by his blood, 
our regeneration, Juſtification, adoption, 
ſanctification, perſeverance, and final feli- 


younger years, often oppoſed it with much warmth, though 
with no ſmall degree of weakneſs. But, after an impartial 
inquiry and many prayers, he found reaſon to alter his 
judgment. He found it to be the doctrine of the Bible and 
a diate of the unerring Spirit. Being thus patroniſed, he 
received the once obnoxious ſentiment under a full convic- 
tion of its being a divine truth. And now he conſiders the 
eternal, diſcriminating leve of God, in the choice of his 

people, as the original ſource of all thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings 
they here enjoy; of all that glory they hereafter expect. 
To the diftinguifbing love of the Father; to the redeeming 
blood of the Son; to the almighty agency and ſanRifying 
operations of the Divine Spirit, he now deſires to aſcribe 
the whole, unrivalled honour, of a complete, eternal ſal- 
vation. In the firm belief of this glorious and comprehen- 
ſive truth, he deſires to we : enjoying the ſweet conſolations 
ariſing from it, he defires to die, And, if the Lord thus 
favour him, he does not fear, but his life will be uſeful, 
in ſome degree; his death peaceful, and his end ſalvation. 


0 Eph. i. 3. 1 Tim. i. 9. 


city, 
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city, all ſpring from the ſame infiniteſource ; 
and are all aſcribed, in the volume of inſpi- 
ration, to the ſame original and glorious 
cauſe. 0 


And as Chriſt is the great truſtee of the _ 
covenant of grace, and the grand repoſitory 
of all the bleſſings of grace; ſo infinite grace 
is manifeſted in him in ſuch a manner, as 
to reflect a glory on all the perfections of 
- Deity, as well as to ſecure ſalvation. to all 
its objects. And as it was an act of un- 
utterable condeſcenſion, and an evidence 
of boundleſs love in the Son of God, to 
undertake the arduous work and become 
incarnate that he might accompliſh it; ſo 
we are, with the greateſt propriety, ſaid to 
be ſaved by His grace. As in the text un- 
der conſideration; „ We believe that 
through the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
© Chriſt, we ſhall beſaved.” We believe; we 
are fully perſuaded and reſt in it as a certain, 
ſacred, and moſt comfortable truth; that 
though our ſtate-be extremely miſerable, 
and our perſons abſolutely unworthy 


though we have forfeited every bleſſing, 
and 
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and deſerve every curſe; 3 yet, through the 
grace, the unmerited favour and boundleſs 
benignity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall 
be ſaved. He being a perſon of infinite dig- 
nity, has performed a work of infinite 
value; in virtue of which, we ſhall be com. 
pletely ſaved. Saved, while here, from the 
curſe of the law and the dominion of Satan: 
ſaved, hereafter, from the being of ſin and 
the damnation of hell. So perfectly ſaved, 
as to fear no evil; fo perfectly bleſſed, as 
to want ho good. Such a ſalvation did 
grace provide ; ſuch a ſalvation ey Chriſt 
perform. | 


In this truly apoſtolical creed, which was 
delivered by Peter and recorded by Luke, 
the grace of God and the work of our. 
Lord, are all in all. And as it aſcribes 
our-whole ſalvation to the undertaking of 
Jeſus, ſo it ſecures the whole glory to his 
adorable name. The avowed belief and the 
comfortable hope of the primitive chriſ- 
tians being contained in it; we have a ſtrik- 
ing inſtance and an irrefragable proof, that 


they were dead to the law. That the peace 


of 
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of their minds in time,. and their hopes of 
bliſs in eternity, did not ariſe from their 
own obedience ; but from that revelation of 
divine grace which is made in the goſpel—- 
That ſovereign grace, which richly ' pro- 
vided every bleſſing, and freely furniſhes 
every requiſite, neceſſary to everlaſting bliſs, 


Having conſidered this apoſtohcal con- 
feſſion of faith, as it is preſerved for our 
mſtruction in the moſt authentic hiſtory of 
the primitive chriſtian church, let us once 
more advert to the writings of Paul, We 
have already heard him declare, that he was 
dead to the law.” We have alſo heard 
him loudly proclaim, the excellence of that 
righteouſneſs by which he was juſtified, and 
in which he deſired to be found; and ſeen 
him carefully deſcribe the foundation, on 
which the moſt guilty may ſafely reſt-the 
weight of their immortal concerns. Let us 
now obſerve him bitterly lamenting over 
his unhappy brethren after the fleſh. —Theſe 
are his affecting words, which are intro- 
duced with a ſolemn appeal to Heaven; 
, have great heavineſs and continual ſor- 

{* row 
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&* row in my beart—for my brethren, my kinf- 
« men according to the fleſh.” To which-he 
adds; My. heart's deſire and prayer to 
« God for Iſrael is, that they might be 
« ſaved +.” - What was the cauſe of this 
inconſolable grief ? Were they ſcandalous 
in their lives and atrociouſly wicked? Had 
they renounced the worſhip of God and 
ſunk into practical atheiſm ? Far from it. 
The perſons over whom he laments, hada 
& zeal of God,” and earneſtly © followed 
& after righteouſneſs ;” were ſincere in their 
profeſſion, and diligent in the purſuit of 
eternal happineſs. Of this Paul was a wit- 
neſs, and this he openly teſtifies F.—In 
what, then, did their fatal miſtake conſiſt ? 
For the popular maxim and the reaſon on 
which it is founded, are; * Be ſincere. 
© Perform every duty to the utmoſt of your 
power and the beſt of your knowledge, 
and you ſhall obtain the favour of God 
and the fruition of heaven, For it can- 
not be ſuppoſed, that were the heart is An- 
cere in the worſhip of God, and the con- 


+ Rom. ix. 2, 3. and x. i. 1 Rom. x. 2, and ix. 3r. 
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duct regular in the ſight of men, that a 
« perſon's ſtate can be bad, whatever may 
be his doctrinal ſentiments. Such is the 
voice of general opinion, but not of divine 
revelation. For if this maxim were found - 
ed in truth, there would have been no occa- 
ſion for the apoſtle's heart- felt ſorrow, over 
thoſe of his brethren he here mentions. If, 
therefore, we would pay a due deference 
to the judgment of Paul, as an infallible 
guide; and credit the account which he 
gives of his kinſmen and his ſorrow for 
them; we muſt conclude, that the maxim 
is falſe, and the reaſon on which it is 
founded a dangerous miſtake. And, con- 
ſequently, ſuppoſing a man to act in perfect 
conformity to it, his ſtate might yet be ex- 
tremely awful, and his end — mi- 
ſer N 


The Jews, over whom the compaſſionate 
apoſtle wept, were alive to the law, and 
ſeeking juſtification by it. Though fin- 
cere in a religious profeſſion, and punctual 
in their attendance on divine inſtitutions z. 


they were utterly ignorant of the goſpel, 
* and 
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and deſpiſers of the great Redeemer. That 
* ſure foundation,” which Jehovah had- 
laid in Zion for the ſalvation of his people, 
was rejected by them as inſufficient, and 
became to them “a rock of offence 1. 
They © followed after the law of righteouſ- 
s neſs,“ with ſincerity and zeal; but its 
terms were too high and its conditions too 
hard for them to perform, ſo that they 
could- not attain juſtification by it. For 
they ſought that capital bleſſing, not by 
1 faith in their promiſed Meſſiah, „but as 
1 « jt were by the works of the law z.“ 
They“ had a zeal of God,“ and a concern 
for his worſhip 3 * but not according to 
knowledge,“ as their conduct ' plainly 
ſhewed.” ** For they being ignorant of God's 
© righteouſneſs ;” of the perfect purity of 
his nature, and the extenſive demands of 
his law; © and going about,” or ſeeking 
by every likely expedient, © to eſtabliſh 
their own: righteouſneſs,” as the condi- 
tion of life; have not ſubmitted them- 
« ſelyes to the righteouſneſs of God.” Such 


+ Rom. ix. 33. t Rom. ix. 37, 32. 
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was the unwarrantable opinion they had of 
their own imperfect duties, and ſo great 
was the pride of their hearts, that they 
would not accept of that complete righte- 
ouſneſs, which was appointed of GM and 
provided by him—even that righteouſneſs, 
which is able to juttify in the moſt deſperate 
caſes, and in which their offended Maker 
is well pleaſed *. Would we know more 
particularly, what obedience it is that de- 
ſerves the glorious character? The apoſtle 
informs us. For Chriſt is the end of the 
„law.“ All that it requires, he performed: 
all that it threatens, he under went. And 
this, all this was done and ſuffered, not 
merely to ſet us an example, but for 
righteouſneſs;“ a real, perfect righteouſ- 
neſs. As ſuch it is accounted by the law 
and accepted by the Lawgiver. Nor was 
it deſigned for the benefit of him who per- 
formed it; but it was deſigned for ſin- 
ners and is freely imputed “ to every one 
that believeth;“ without any reſpect of 
perſons, or any regard to worthineſs +, 


® Ifa, xlii, 22. + Rom. x. 3, 4+ 
To 


70 Believers dead to the law. 

To this matchleſs' obedience, the ſelf- 
righteous Jews would not ſubmit. Being 
ignorant of their real ſtate, and in the warm 
purſuit of acceptance with the infinite So- 
vereign by their own duties ; they were un- 
willing to admit the thought of being in- 
debted to grace, or beholden to ſuch an 
aſſiſtance. To look for juſtification by 
the righteouſneſs of One, whom their rulers 
had agreed to execrate, and condemned as 
worthy of death; to expect ſalvation 
through believing in One, who, loaded with 
infamy and racked with torture, expired 
on a croſs ; this they eſteemed highly ab- 
ſurd. A ſalvation by ſuch unpromiſing 
means, and granted in ſuch a ſingular way, 
as left no room for their ſplendid duties to 
make a figure and ſhine conſpicuous, as 
co-· partners in the affair; ſuch a ſalvation 
they would not accept; they thought them- 
ſelves warranted from their hearts to deſ- 
piſe.— Nor would they acknowledge that 
Jeſus the crucified, was their promiſed Meſ- 
fiah; though the time in which he ap- 
peared, the doctrines he taught, and the 


works which he did, all atteſted his divine 
miſſion, 
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miſſion, and afforded the brighteſt evidence 
in ſupport of his claim to the character. 
Thus they rejected his perſon, doctrine, 
and work, — And as ignorance of the holi- 
neſs of God, the purity of his la and the 
evil of ſin, laid a foundation for that proud 
opinion they entertained of the excellence 
of their own duties, and as that iſſued in 
their rejection of the Lord's Meſſiah; ſo 
the ſame ignorance and pride cauſe the gene- 
rality now to reject his imputed righteouſ- 
neſs, as an unneceſſary thing; even When 
they do not proceed to that daring infide- 
Jity, which pours open contempt on his 
perſon and character. Hence we may ſafely 
conclude, that all the ſupine negligence 
about eternal things, which appears in the 
world; and all that diſregard which 1s 
ſhewn to Chriſt and his work, where the 
goſpel revelation ſnines; proceed from igno- 
rance—ignorance of the evil of ſin, and the 
righteouſneſs of God in his law. 


And now, reader, are you“ dead to the 
<« law?” Are all your expectations and all 
your deſires Hantieren by it, extinct ? 

Remember, 
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Remember, it is one thing to acknowledge 
a truth in theory, and another to live under 
its practical. influence. Many there are 
ha have learned, in a doctrinal way, that 
belicvers-are dead to the law; who yet, in 
the diſpoſitions of their hearts and in their 
own experience, were never divorced from 
it. Their legal apprehenſions and laviſh 
fears; their mercenary views in the per- 
formance of duty, and their ſelf-elating 
thoughts, when they imagine they have 
performed it well; are evidences that they 
cleave to the law. Theſe, when habitual, 
are a convincing proof that they are alive 
to ĩt; that they are ſtill, in a partial way, 
ſeek ing their peace and happineſs from their 
own obedience +. 


Again: 


— 


+ Here it may be proper to obſerve, That the real be- 
liever, even after a long experience in the ways of God, 
is too ready to look to his own frames and duties for that 
peace and comfort, which nothing but the blood of Chriſt 
and the teſtimony of the Spirit can poſſibly give. A legal 
bias. of mind is ſo natural to us, and our views of the Sa- 
viour and his glorious righteouſneſs are, at the beſt, ſo con- 
tracted ; that we often loſe ſight of the excellent object, 
before we are aware, The candid reader and experienced 

Er. chriſtian 
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Again: What think you of the Re- 
deemer's righteouſneſs ? Have you a ſuper- 
lative eſteem for it, and is it, with you, 
the * one thing needful?“ Do you repoſe 


chriſtian will not be offended, if I here introdure a paragraph, 
extracted from the life of a miniſter of the goſpel in the laſt 
century z as it may, in ſome degree, both illuſtrate and con- 
firm this obſervation. The miniſter to whom I refer, was 

Mr. Own STOCKTON ; a part of whoſe experience 'is 
contained in the following words : I find that though in 
* my judgment and profeſſion, I acknowledge Chriſt to be 
© my. righteouſneſs and peace; yet upon examination TI 
t. obſerve that my heart hath done quite another thing; 
© and that ſecretly I have gone about to eſtabliſh my own 
© righteouſneſs, and have derived my comfort and peace 
* from my own a&ings. For when I have been diſquieted 
by the acting of my fins, that which hath recovered me 
to my former peace hath not been, that I could find God 
Y ſpeaking peace through the blood of Chrift; but rather 
© from the intermiſſion of temptation, and the -ceſation of 


© thoſe fins.—When T have been troubled at an evil frame 


© of heart, I do not find that the rigbteoaſueſs of Chrift hath 
been my conſolation ; but that which has relieved me'as 
* far as I can find, was, that afterwards I have found my- 
© ſelf in a better temper. Having been in trouble and per- 
0 plexity, I have read the Scripture, gone to prayer, and 
© in doing theſe I have been relieved : yet I do not find, 
that at ſuch times, T had a real, true, living commu- 
nion with God in ſuch duties; or that the Spirit of God 
did, in thoſe duties; reveal to me my intereſt in Chriſt, 
* and ſo Oy my conſcience. Hence I come to ſee what 
W: 5 great 
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your confidence in that only, for accept- 
ance; and venture your all for eternity, 
on that ſingle bottom? Is that your plea, 
at the throne of grace; and is it your 
ardent deſite to be found in it, when ſtand- 
ing at the great tribunal? There, reader, 
you muſt ſhortly ſtand, before a Judge 
whoſe eyes are © as a flame of fire,“ and 
with whom is terrible majeſty.” Ex- 
amine, therefore, the ſtate of your ſoul, and 
cultivate an acquaintance with Jeſus Chriſt. 
The fruits of an increaſing acquaintance 
with Him, are truly deſirable and un- 
ſpeakably precious. For the more you be- 
hold of his perſonal glories and perfect obe- 
dience ; the leſs will you be inclined to 
cleave to the law, or depend on your own 


great need I have, and that it js of ſingular uſe, to watch 
over my foul in all its ways, both in reference to ſin, 
« that I fall not into it; and when fallen, what the car- 
© riage and actings of my ſoul are at ſuch a time; whether 
© I flee for relief to God in Chriſt, or to my own works, 
For as ſatan keeps ſome alienated from God by the groſs 
© pollutions of the world; ſo others from Chriſt, by their 
© eſtabliſhing a righteouſneſs of their own.. O Lord! break 
thou this ſnare for me. In BrarT's Etern, Law and 


Ever. Goſp. Part 1, Pref, P. 15 16. 


defective 
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defective duties. This is a certain 4ruth, 
and confirmed by all chriſtian experience. 
For though you will not be inclined to re- 


ject the law, as à rule of conduct; or to 


neglect duty, as an evidence of your cor- 
dial ſubmiſſion to divine authority, and of 
gratitude for benefits received and bleſſings 
expected ; yet you will have a meaner 
opinion of all that you do, and à ſtranger 
confidence in the work of your Saviour. 
Beſides; the peace you enjoy will be 
ſteadier, and the works you perform will 
be more ſpiritual. Tour peace will be 


feadier. For che more clearly you ſee the 


dignity of Him, who made your peace ; 
the greater will the worth of that work ap- 
pear, by which it was made. Conſequently, 


your dependence upon it will be more firm; 


your rejoicing in it will be more conſtant,— 
Your duties will be more ſpiritual, For in 
proportion as your views of the infinite all- 
ſufficiency of the divine Mediator increaſe, 
ſo will your love to him. Beholding, as 
in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, we are 
changed into the ſame image, from glory 
* to glory.“ And as the love of God is 

E 2 the 
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the principle of all acceptable obedience, 
in proportion as that generous principle is 
more lively and active, duty will be per- 
formed with greater delight and diligence; 
| and it will alſo be more certainly referred 
to its proper end, the glory of the ever- 
bleſſed God. 


| 1 es, \ beever; in ſuch a procedure you 
will find your ſpiritual account, and grace 
ſhall have the glory. Faith will grow firm 
as the deep-rovted cedar *, and hope bright 
as the'day. Love will expand. the hearr, 
and holineſs bloſſom as the roſe, The life 
will be vocal of the Redeemer's praiſe, and 
death, even death elf . in his ſoft 


ee pe 


7 Reveal bleſſed Jeſus ! eehal NY glory 
to mine eye, and ſhed abroad thy love in 
my heart. Cauſe me to reſt completely 
« ſatisfied in thy undertaking, as the ful- 
filling end of the law; and enable me to 
£ live = thy inexhauſtablefulneſs, OE 


- ® Col. il. 72. Eph, il. 27, 


© me 
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me of every ſelf-dependence, and make 
me truly humble. Shew me the beauty 
* of holineſs, as delineated in thy moſt per- 
fect pattern; and help me to copy it in 
my own conduct. Raiſe my affections to 
© heavenly things, and grant me the abiding 
© earneſt of my eternal inheritance, — Then, 
though in a ſinful world and a militant 
« ſtate; though haraſſed with bodily pain, 
or pinched with worldly poverty; I ſhall 
not only be ſafe but happy. The laviſh. 
fears of damnation ſhall be far diſtant, 
* and the beams of celeſtial joy ſhall ſhine 
into my ſoul. Then, ye ſons of ſenſuality 
and children of pride, ye may take your 
ſordid pleaſures and boaſt of your tinſel 
© honours. I ſhall neither covet your law-, 
© leſs mirth, nor envy your ſounding titles. 
© Being dead to the law, and alive to my 
God; being ſafe in the hands of my Sa- 
viour, and bleſt with a ſenſe of his love; 
© having death in remembrance, and heas. 
ven in view; I deſpiſe your mean purſuits, 
and abhor your illicit enjoyments. While 
the world are ſatisfied with the feather of 
* fading honours, and the froth of periſhing, 

&Y + * pleaſures ; 
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pleaſures; be it thy concern, O my ſoul ł 
* to glorify Him, who died for thee and 
* roſe again. Then ſnall ſubſtantial plea- 
© ſures be thy preſent enjoyment, and un- 
* tading honours thy eternal crown.” | 


R 
'Of the law, as dead to believers. 


AVING ſhewn that believers are 


dead to the law, we ſhall now con- 
ſider the law as dead to them. 


| Whoever is dead to the law, as a cove- 
nant; the law, under that conſideration, is 
dead to him. As the relation 1s mutual, 
while it ſubſiſts at all, fo is the death. 
Conſidered as the offspring of Adam, we 
are born under the law, as a covenant: we 
look to it for life, and continue in that ſitu- 
ation while unregenerate. But, when the 
Spirit of God enlightens the mind to diſcern 
our ſtate, and awakens the conſcience to 
apprehend our danger; all our expectations 


of life by our own obedience being blaſted, 
and 
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and having fled to Jeſus Chriſt as the end 
„f the law,” and taken ſhelter under 
another covenant we are no longer under 
it, as preſcribing the condition of life, nor 
any more liable to its awful curſe. It is 
dead, and our deliverance from it is com- 
plete and glorious. ee 


This comfortable truth we are taught, 
by the pen of inſpiration, in the epiſtle ot 
Paul to the Romans. Thus we read; 
„Know ye not brethnen (for 1 ſpeak to 
them that know the law) how that the 
„% Jaw hath dominion, over a man as long 
„as it liveth *. For the woman Which 
_ * hath: an huſband, is bound by the Jaw + 
to her huſband, ſo long as he lveth: 
but if the huſband be dead, ſhe is looſed 
* from the law of her huſband. So then, 
„if while her huſband liveth, ſhe be mar- 
e ried to anather man, ſhe ſhall be called 
an adultreſs; but if her huſband be dead, 


* That the apoſtle here deſigns the law, not the man, 
has been-obſerved by many. And, ſo underſtood, it ſeems 
mach better to agree with the following illuſtration, and 
with the ſcope of the place in general. ; 


E 4 «> ſhe 
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* ſhe is free from that law; ſo that ſhe is 
* no adultreſs, though ſhe be married to 
another man.— Wherefore, my brethren, 
« ye alfo are become dead to the law by 
* the body of Chriſt, that ye ſhould be 
married to another, even to Him who is 
* raiſed from the dead. But now we are 
delivered from the law, that being dead 
wherein we were held +.” On this 
remarkable paſfage we may obſerve ; that 
the divine law, by an uſual figure of 
ſpeech, is deſcribed as a, perſon. | It is 
compared to a huſband, to whom ſome are 
married, and to whom others are dead. To 
the law, inits covenant-form, men naturally 
cleave, as a wife to her huſband. They 
look to it for life, and on it they depend 
for ſalvation. Their hopes of happineſs 
and fears of miſery riſe and fall, in exact 
proportion to that obedience, which they 
ſuppoſe themſelves to perform, in confor- 
mity to its commands; or the conſciouſneſs 
they have of their diſobedience to it. Such 
expectations and fears prove that th are 


Rom. vii. 2, 2, 3, 4,5 K. 


alive 
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alive to it; and that infers, that it is alive | 
to them, And while alive to them, it has | 
dominion over them, 


This Amin inn of the law is abſolute. It 
extends to all the powers of the mind, and 
all the members of the body; to all the 
imaginations of the heart, and all their 
effects in the life: and it requires, on the 
dreadful peril of incurring its ſevereſt diſ- 
pleaſure and ſuflering its heavieſt curſe, 
that all theſe in every inſtance and per- 
petually, ſhould perfectly correſpond with 
its righteous demands. — This the apoſtle 
illuſtrates in the following manner. For 
© the woman which hath an huſband, is 
% bound by the law to her huſband, ſo 
© long as he liveth.“ In like manner, all 
who are alive to the law and married to it, 
are bound to obey it in all things, ſo long 
as it lives. Nothing but death can diſſolve : 
the obligation. Either the law, as a huſ- 
band, muſt die to the ſinner; or the ſinner, | 
as wedded to the law, muſt die to all N | 
tations of juſtification by it, before he can 
de looſed from its commands, as preſerit=. 

E 5. ing. 
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ing the condition of life, or be freed from 


its tremendous threatenings. And that 


this twofold death takes place, as to the 
law and the regenerate man, the unerring 
writer proceeds to afſert.—** But if her 
% huſband be dead, ſhe is looſed from the 


% law of her huſband.” As that relation 


on which the law of marriage was founded 
is entirely diffolved and extinct, by the 
huſband's death; fo the law itſelf muſt un- 
avoidably and abſolutely ceaſe, together 
with all its conſequences. And as the wife 
has no further expectations of aſſiſtance 
from him, he being dead; ſo ſne has no 
longer any fear of incurring his diſpleaſure, 
And being thus ſet free from her former 
huſband, ſhe is er at liberty to marry 
e another man,” without being chargeable 
with the crime of adultery. 


— 


Now the apoſtle proceeds to apply the 
compariſon. Wherefore, my brethren, juſt 
ſuck is your caſe, The law, as a huſband, 
was once alive, and had dominion over 
you; but now it is dead. Ze alſo were once 


alive to the law, but are now become dead 
to 
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0 it. Having ſeen its infinite purity, and 
felt its killing power *, ye were obliged to 
acknowledge, that ye could not be juſti- 
fied by it. Forced, though reluctant, ye - 
quitted your ſelf-righteous hopes. But, 
having heard the glorious goſpel, and being 
enabled, by the ſacred Spirit, to behold be 
Body of Cbriſt; that body which the Son 
of God aſſumed, when he condeſcended to 
| be made under the lawz and viewing the 
glory of that obedience which he wrought 
out, and the greatneſs of thoſe ſufferings 
which he- underwent, in that immaculate 
body, to ſatisfy the law and juſtify ſinners 5 
with «the utmoſt readineſs ye renounced - 


your own righteouſneſs, Having found 


Jeſus, the pearl of great price, and in him 
all that you want, ye freely relinquiſhed ; 
your former pleas.— Thus ye became dead 
to the law, that ye ſhould be married to - 
another and a better huſband ; even to Him + 


who died on the croſs to atone for your 7 


ſins, and is raiſed from tbe dead to preſent 


you complete. Yes, my brethren, that 


* 2 Cor. iii. 6. "By. * 


adorable 


. 
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adorable Perſon, is now become the object 
of your ſtrongeſt affection and your chaſte: 
regards, To Him ye look for every aſſiſt- 
ance; on Him ye depend for all your fal- 
vation. This being our happy caſe, we 
are now DELIVERED from the law. Its 
dominion over us is entirely ceaſed. It 
has no more authority to demand obedience 

from us, more or leſs, as the condition of 
life; or to denounce a curſe upon us for 

diſobedience.. Nor can it be otherwiſe with 

us, as believers, or with the law as a: 
covenant. For the inſpired author adds, 
as a reaſon of his former aſſertion z That 
being DEAD wherein we were beld. We were 
bound, by the law, to finleſs obedience. 
That was the leaſt it required. And, for. 
non-performanee, it held us accurſed. Thus 
we were held, by it and under it. But. 
now it is dead. The obligation we were” 
under to perfect, perſonal obedience, as 

the condition of life, is therefore cancelled. 
Nor are we any longer obnoxious to its 
penal ſanction: for we “ are not under the 


law, but under grace.“ Happy deliver- 
ance ! 


1 


The law diad to believers: 95 
ance ! Wonderful change! Such is 1 a0 85 
port of this r . 21 


Nor has the law, as a covenant; hs leaſt 
room to complain. For this way of deli- 
verance from- its high demands and awful 
ſanction, is as equitable in itſelf, as it is 
comfortable to. the believer. Its precepts 
were not given, nor-its curſe denounced, 


in vain. For though: the choſen of God 
were utterly unable to perform the one or 
ſuffer the other, in their on perſons; yet, in 
their Head, Repreſentative and Surety, its 


| precepts were inviolably kept, and on him 


its curſe was fully executed. It was entirely 
on their behalf, that the Eternal Word be- 
came incarnate. It was in their name and 
in their ſtead that he obeyed the com- 
mands of the law, and ſuffered its penalty. 
And all this being according to the eternal 
compact, in the counſels of heaven, and to 
manifeſt the riches of divine grace in the 
ſalvation of the guilty ; it is imputed to 
them, they are inveſted with-it:. Theirs it 
was, in the deſign of God, before they haq - 
a being, or time * which ſecured 

| | them 
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them from final condemnation, Theirs it 
is, in the happy enjoyment, when dead to 
the law; which frees them from laviſh. 
fears, which produces in them a holy liberty - 
and heavenly joy. Theirs it is, tojuſtify and 
ſave; to render complete-in the eye of the 
law, and eternally bleſſed in-the fruition of 


While ſinners are alive to the law, and 
the law has dominion over them, its requi- - 
fitions are high and its language is terrible: 
for whatſoever things the law,” as a 
covenant, ſaith, it ſaith to them that are 
under the law.“ But, when dead to it, 
and when they commence believers, it ad- 
dreſſes them in a milder tone and with 
ſweeter accents. Viewing them in Jeſus 
Chriſt their exalted head, its pacific nw 
guage is; I own myſelf entirely fulfilled , 
1 acknowledge myſelf completely ſacisfied- 
rue it is, my nature ĩs not in the leaſt 
© altered; my requirements arg not at all. 
| © abated. My end, as commanding, is ſtill : 

k THE righteouſneſs ;* my ns 4 as vio- 


# Rom, x. 4. 


** x 
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« /ated, is ſtill extreme puniſhment . I can- 
not but require, perfect love to God, per- 
fect love to man, and perfect holineſs, 
both in heart and life. Never abating the 
eaſt tittle of theſe demands, I denounce 
the curſe onevery offender, and on the leaſt 
departure from abſolute perfeftion. —But 
© here, believers, is your ſafety, and this 
© is your comfort; that my precepts have 
© been fully obeyed by Jeſus your ſubſti- 
©tute. This obedience I conſider, as far 
* ſuperior to the ſpotleſs innocence of your 
firſt father, while in the bowers of para- 
© diſe, or the ſanctity of angels in the glory 
of heaven. It is poſſeſſed of infinite worth, 
and by it I am highly magnified F,—This 
is your comfort, believers, that the curſe 
due to your ſins, has been executed on your 
* moſt holy Surety ; and his ſufferings were 
more than tantamount to your eternal 
* miſery. And as he performed that match- 
© leſs obedience, and underwent thoſe un- 
© paralleled ſufferings, in your nature and 
* profeſſedly in your ſtead; I am thorough- 


1 Gal, iii, 10, 1 la. Ali. 22, 
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© ly fatisfied, and you are completely juſti- 
* fied, Now, though I cannot diſpenſe 
with the leaſt fault, or connive at any 


L infirmity; yet I behold all your faults 


© laid on Immanuel: 1 behold all. his 
© righteouſneſs put upon you. And om 
© Hrs account, I acquit you from - guilt; 
] accept you as righteous z and pronounce 
«you worthy of eternal life. — Hail, ye 
© highly favoured of the Lord]! Ye are 
< wife; ye are ſafe; ye are happy! My 
© Author- and your God, has pronounced 
© you Heſſed; and ſhall I ſeek to reverſe it? 
© Your Redeemer has died, your Redeemer 
js riſen; and ſhall I diſpute-whether ſatis- 
faction was made? How ſhall j curſe, whom 
ie Lord hath not curſed Or bote ſhall 
F defy, whom the Lord bath not defied ?— 
Such is the language of the divine law, to 
him that belicves in the Lord Redeemer: 
and in this juſtice herſelf acquieſces, 
while both agree to expedite 'and aſcer- 
| tam his eternal ſalvation ls 


What reaſon, 50 has the belider to 


1 HRV. Lett. to e. p. 134, 135 · 
« rejoice 
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« rejoice with } Joy unſpeakable and full of 
* glory ” To rejoice, not in himſelf, but 
in the Loxůõ His RIGHTEOUSNESS. Joy 
in the Lord is his exalted privilege , and 
thankfulneſs to God ſhould' be his conſtant 
buſineſs. For, in the Redeemer's obedi- 
ence, he is not only pardoned and freed from 
puniſhment; but is alſo the object of divine 
complacency. Fhough, in himſelf, loth- 
ſome with impurity, and fout as the dung _ 
hill; laden with guilt, and obnoxious to 
ruin; yet, being intereſted in this moſt ex- 
cellent righteouſneſs, and veſted with this 
moſt beautiful robe; he is pronounced” 
righteous. by infinite jultice, and declared 
abſolutely fair, in the eye of Omniſci- 
ence . While alive to the law, the righit- 
eouſneſs in which he truſted; was but 
filthy rags.” It could neither procure” 
pardon for his fins, nor peace for his con- 
ſcience. neither adorn him for the glory of 
heaven, nor ſcreen him from the vengeance 
of hell. But this—being wrought, finiſhed, 


+ Philip. iv. 4 ® Numb, xxiii. 21. Jer. 1; 80 
Cant, iv. 7, Eptt. v. 27. Col. i. 22. 
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and infinitely ennobled, by our incarnate 
God— this, O believer ! is all in all. By 
this you have pardon of ſin, and peace with 
your Maker; are delivered from death, and 
entitled to glory. This renders you meet 
for the marriage ſupper of the Lamb, and 
in it you ſhall ſhine to all eternity. 


And, leſt any awakened ſinner: ſnould 
complain; Though the righteouſneſs be 
* infinitely. glorious, it is quite out of my 
0 reach, be it obſerved: That the righte- 
ouſneſs itſelf, and all the bleſfings connected 
with it, are gifts of the fregſ grace. And 
they are all deſigned, not to diſtinguiſh, 
merit, but.to.enrich the indigent and relieve 
the miſerable. Come then, trembling ſin- 
ner; ſeeing your poverty and feeling your 
miſery, you have an indiſputable right to 
rely on the righteouſneſs and expect the 
bleſſings. The divine declaration excludes 
none, no not the vileſt, that are willing to 
come to Jeſus . The moſt enormous 
crimes and the greateſt unworthineſs, are 


John vi. 37. Matt. xi. 28. 


no 
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no 2 all, on the part of the Sa- 
Why, then, ſhould: they be a diſ- 
non t0you?—Remember, awakens 
ed ſinner, that it is GRACE to which you- 
muſt apply for relief; and grace, in the 
very nature of things, has no concern, but 
with the uxwẽwok TuT. Is it ſalvation, a 
great ſalvation, you want? Who then are 

the proper objects of ſuch a favrour? The 
holy ? the righteous? thoſe who cam help 

themſelves? No: but the guilty; the mi» 

ſerable ; the damnable. FTheſe let the 
deſponding hear and rejoice ] and let the: 
mouth of proud infidelity be for ever ſtop- 
ped - theſe are the proper objects of a great, 
a free, a divine ſalvation. On ſuch, grace 
will be magnified. From ſuch, Immanuel 
will have the glory which is due to his ſacred 
and charming name, JESUS. May the Lord 
the Spirit, whoſe office it is to lead into all 

truth, and to glorify Chriſt, direct my- 
reader's inquiries, and fatisfy his doubts !* 
May he die to the law and all ſelf-righteous' 
hopes ! Then ſhall the law be dead to him. 
And, being married to the heavenly Bride- 


groom ; intereſted in his perſon, and en- 
dowed 
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dowed with his riches; he ſnhall © bring: 
forth fruit unto God. 5.“ His foul ſhall. 
be peaceful, and his life uſeful. He ſhall- 
be attended here with inviolable ſafety ;. 

hereafter _ 2 ny Gr | 
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E, perhaps may be 1 e to 

infer; If believers are dead to the 
15 and the law be dead to them, they 
are quite at liberty to ive as they pleaſe. 
They may fin without controul from the 
© law, and without any remorſe of conſci- 
ence. Their own obedience not being a 
condition of their pardon and juſtifica- 
tion ; having no hand in procuring the 
favour of God, or the ſalvation of their 
e ſouls ; there is no occaſion for it. They 
may launch out into licentiouſneſs, and 
their ſtate. be equally ſafe, their end 


Rom. Vil, 4. 


«equally 
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< equally happy; as if they were diligent 
in the performance of duty, and ſtrictly 
ſelf-denying. -In anſwer to ſuch an ig- 
norant cavil, and in confutation of ſuch a 
falſe ſurmiſe, I ſhall only obſerve; That 
the great apoſtle has drawn a very different 
concluſion from the ſame premiſes. For he 

ſays, I am dead to the law, that I 

= might”— what? commit iniquity with 
greedineſs, and fin with impunity? By no 
means: but, © that 1 might LIVE UNTO 
£66 Gop. 3» | CSE 


The glory of God is the ultimate end of 
our exiſtence itſelf, and of all we enjoy“. 
All the diſpenſations of his providence, 
and all the bleſſings of grace, perfectly har- 


® This capital truth is here taken for granted x but if 
the reader deſire to ſee it demonſtrated, he may receive 
.fatisfaRtion by a careful peruſal of the late Mr. Jona THAN 
EDwWaARDS's Diſſertation, entitled, God's la End in the 
Creation of the World : Or, by conſulting STAPPERI In- 
fitutiones Theolg., Polem. Univerſ. Tom. I. Cap. III. 
9485—493. Tom. IV. Cap. XV. $267. The latter of 
theſe performances, included: in five octavo vols. is in my 
humble opinion, a valuable work, though little —_—_ 
in this country, 


monize 
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monize in accompliſhing the grand deſign, - 
But thebleſlings of grace, being much more 
-glorious in themſelves, ' more beneficial to 
us, and truly aſtoniſhing 1 in the manner of 
— communication; are more fully 
adapted to anſwer that ſacred purpoſe. In 
ſuch a light the believer views them. As 
calculated to anſwer ſo high an end, he 
delighrs in them, and is thankful for them. 
And, as living to God is his duty, ſo he 
eſteems it his privilege, and deſires to 
make it his conſtant buſineſs. 8 


4 The perſons of whom we ſpeak, are ſaid 
to live. They live, not only an animal and 
a rational, but alſo a ſpiritual life. This 
life they received from Chriſt. As it is 
viritten; * The hour is coming and now 
« is, when the dead” in fin ** ſhall hear the. 
voice of the Son of God; and they that 
* hearſhall live .“ And as they received 
their lite from him, ſo it is maintained by 
him. Its continuance, vigour, and ex- 
erciſe, * on their union with him, 


| I John v. 23. 


and 
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and the communications of grace from 
'him *.-They live by faith. For thus ſaith 
the Lord; The juſt, the truly righteous, - 
fall live; ſhall enjoy all their comfort 
and perform all their obedience, by faith1. 
And that we might not be at a loſs to de- 
termine what faith it is by which they live, 
the apoſtle informs us, when he ſays; 1 
Jive by the faith of the Son of God, who 
« loyed me and gave himfelf for meg.” 1 
live by. the faith of Him, whoſe love to 
me was great, unparalleled, and abſolutely 
inexpreſſible in any other way than by its 
amazing effects, in giving himſelf up, as a 
ſurety for me, to the ſtroke of juſtice and 
the death of the croſs. It is from Him, as 
my glorious Subſtirute, I derive my peace: 
it is on Him, as abſolutely n 1 | 
depend for my all. | 


Again: They live—not to themſelves, in 
the gratification of their ſinful appetites; 
not to the world, in conforming to its cor- 
rupt cuſtoms and ſeeking their happineſs in 


* John xiv. 9. I Rom. l. 1D 5 Gal. ii. 20. 


it 
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it but 10 Cod. As they live a life of faith 
on the adored (Redeemer, which affords 
peace to their ſouls; ſo they live a life of 
obedience to their heavenly F ather, which 
agen! glory to * eternal name. 


This e were ops a ak 3 to 
him, and a conſcientious conformity to his 
commands. It includes a real ove to him. 
The chriſtian loves God, as he is in himſelf, 
an infinitely amiable Being; and as he is 
to him, an- infinitely gracious and benefi- 
cent Being. He who does not love the 
Lord, certainly cannot live to him. For 
we cannot be ſaid, with propriety, to live 
to any particular perſon, or for any particu- 
lar end; unleſs our affections be ſet on the 
perſon, and the bent of our deſires be 
to- attain the end.—But as the ſinner 
who is dead to the law, as the believer who 
is married to Jeſus ; beholds the glory of 
God in the perſon and work of the Saviour; 
ſo he cannot but love him with a ſupreme 
affection. The attributes of Deity ſhining 
through that wonderful medium, and the 


veil of ignorance and unbelief being re- 
moved 3 
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moved; he bows before the infinite Ma- 
jeſty, and reveres his tranſcendent perfec-. , 


tions, .as thus diſplayed. In the great Im- 
manuel they all appear, awfully glorious, 
yet ſupremely amiable.—On the croſs, as 
an amazing theatre, he beholds, merey 
« and truth meeting together; righteouſ- 
<< neſs and peace kiſſing each other.“ There 
he beholds, veracity executing her ſevereſt 
threatenings, with ah impartial hand; and 
love performing her choiceſt promiſes, with 

the greateſt alacrity. Juice aſſerting her 

rights, and mercy diſpenſing her pardons; 
Tremendouf wrath revealed, and ſovereign 
grace exalted. It is here he learns the 

divine character: TRE Jjusr Gop any - 
c THE SAVIOUR kk HD 1500S 


Beholding the condeſcenſion and love of 
the ſuffering Surety, and his amazing tranſ- - 
actions on the croſs ; he at once admires 
his perſon and confides in his work, He 
admires his perſon; as altogether lovely: 
he confides in his work, as abſolutely com- 
plete. In Jeſus he beholds the glory of 
the true God. This glory attracts his 

| F adoring 


=. 
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adoring regards, and commands the ſin- 
cereſt love. The more he ſees of his God, 
the more he loves him. And it is his 
greateſt concern, that he does not love him 
with a more intenſe and ſteady affection. 
The burden of his ſoul frequently is, that 
he ſhould be guilty of ſuch ingratitude to 
that ſublime and beneficent Being, whoſe 
infinite.excellencies deſerve all poſſible love 
— Whoſe-boundleſs grace and immenſe li- 
berality to an unworthy. object, lay him 
under additional and eternal obligations to 
make a complete and everlaſting ſurrender 
of his heart and his all to him. The love 
of God being ſned abroad in his heart by 
the Holy Spirit, he loves and adores his 
Maker: while the imperfections attending 
his warmeſt affection to his Father and his 
God, become the matter of his daily ſor- 
row and penitential acknowledgment at the 
throne of grace. Now he ſees the propriety 
of the apoſtolic maxim; We love him 
c becauſe he firſt loved aa This divine 
flame being kindled in his breaſt, he begins 


to live to. his God. The n, of his 
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heart is: What ſhall I render dau 
8 _ _e all his d me 19 | 


That 3 giace, which has laid 0 | 
firm a foundation in the death of Chriſt 
for the peace of his conſcience, and formed 
in his heart the nobleſt principle for pro- 
ducing a willing and acceptable obedience z 
teaches and enables him to yield a conſci- 
entious conformity to the divine commands. 
Being bought with a price, he now con- 
ſiders himſelf as the Lord's. The powers 
of his mind, and the members of his body; 
the talents with which he is endued, and 
the time with which he is indulged ; all 
that he is and all that he has; be freely Ac 
knovwledges belong to his God. As poſſeſſ- 
ed of the powers of reaſon, and ſurrounded 
with the bleſſings of providence, he diſcerns 
his obligations to his bountiful Creator and 


kind Preſerver, in a much ſtronger light . 


than before he was wont to do. His rational 
faculties, which he before debaſed to ſub- 
ſerye, inglorious deſigns. in the ſervice of: 
ſatan, he now deſires to devote to his Ma- 
ker. The favours: of 3 he once 
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abuſed to the gratification of abominable 
luſts, and proſticuted to the vileſt purpoſes z 
he now endeavours to improve to the ho- 
nour of their liberal Donor.—Being con- 
ſcious that he is © leſs than the leaſt of all 
the divine mercies,” that it is free favour 
from which they all proceed, and that he 
is accountable to God. for the uſe or abuſe 
of them; he is careful to huſband them 
well, and to perform the part of a faithful 
ſteward in the uſe of his temporal enjoy- 
ments, that in ſo doing he may obtain the 
approbation of his Lord. Now the poor 
among the people of God, whom he once 
over- looked and deſpiſed, have his com- 
paſſionate regards; and, according to his 
ability, receive relief from his hand. This 
he does for the ſake, and in the name of 
his divine Saviour: being well perſuaded 
that he will conſider it as done to himſelf “. 
——The cauſe of Chriſt and the intereſt of 
religion in general, he is ready to ſupport, 
in proportion to his capacities. Thoroughly. 
perſuaded that Jzsvs is the deareſt of 


a Matt. xxv. 35, 36, | 


names, 
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names, and his the beſt of cauſes; with 
cheerfulneſs he lends a helping hand, as 
Providence calls and duty requires. —Being 
ennobled with that honour which comes 
from God, and an heir of eternal riches; ' 
he is not fond of worldly diſtinctions, nor 
covetous of tranſitory wealth. If he abound 
in temporal bleſſings, he conſiders himſelf 
as only intruſted with them by the great 
LogD of all, for more extenſive uſefulneſs. 
If, by a reverſe in the courſe of Provi- 
'dence, he ſink into poverty, he patiently 
bears it; knowing that he who gave the 
abundance, has a right to take it away 
whenever he pleaſes. Believing the pro- 
miſe, I will never leave thee nor forſake 
* thee;z” he knows that all things work 
together for his good.” The Almighty 


is become a guarantee for his ſafety, and 


he confides in him, Jehovah is his por- 
tion, and he is ſatisfied with it.— Thus he 
lives to God, in the enjoyment, of providen- 
tial favours, and in ſuffering afflictions, 
in proportion as faith and love are in exer- 
ciſe. But as the chriſtian's faith is too 
often like a © bruiſed reed,” and his love 

F 3 like 
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like © the ſmoking flax” and as he find; 
* alaw'in his members, rebelling againſt 
the law of his mind;” his imperfections 
in theſe, as in other inſtances of duty, 
are many and great: which imperfections 
are a ſufficient cauſe of holy ſorrow: and 
penitential confeſſions before the Lord, 
every * of his life. 


Further: He "GP to | God 50 I 
communion with him, in the appointments 
of his houſe and the ordinances: of divine 
worſhip. Theſe holy inftitutians, while 
alive to the law and unregenerate, were 
attended by him as dry duties and in a for- 
mal way. To behold the glory of Chriſt, 
ant to feaſt upon his fulneſs z to have the 
preſence of God, and rejoice in the light of 
{his countenance ;- theſe were things he 
neither expected nor could deſire. But 
now, nothing ſhort of this will ſatisfy his 
-foul. He leaves the houſe. of God and the 
exerciſes of the cloſet with a heavy heart 
and goes mourning away, if he has not be- 


n his * and had ſome degree of 
dd $a _ - — nearnels 


= : 
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nearneſs to him *.—The goſpel is a joyful 
ſound in his ears, and a reviving cordiaFto. 
his drooping ſpirits. On the unadulterated 
milk of the word he feeds with delight, 
and his very ſoul is refreſhed by it T. 


Yet often, too often, alas, when engaged | 
in divine worſhip, he finds that his thoughts 
wander, and his pious affections are dull: 
the corruptions of his heart work, and ſatan 
attacks him with horrid ſuggeſtions : all 
which interrupt his communion with God, 


and fill his ſoul with grief.—He is fully 


convinced, by repeated experience, that the 
beſt of his duties are defiled with ſin, and 


| utterly unworthy of divine. acceptance, 
Yea, ſuch is the ſenſe which he has of their * 


ſhameful defects, that ſometimes ' he is 
tempted to think, they are more likely to 
provoke the abhorrence, than gain the ap- 
probation of Jehovah. Yet he does not, 


he cannot entirely omit them, even in thoſe ' 


gloomy moments.—Too apt he is to forget, \ 


* Palms xiii, 2, 2. and lxxxiv, 1, 2 Cant, v. 6, 
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in ſuch unhappy ſeaſons, that his ſervices, 
as well as his perſon, are accepted only 
in the Beloved.” As our perſons are 
abominably ſinful, and our ſervices ex- 
tremely imperfect; if tboſe be not cleanſed 
by atoning blood, and zhe/e preſented by 


| the hand of the great Interceſſor, there can 


be no acceptance for the one or the other. 
But if our perſons be waſhed in that ſacred 
fountain which was open for ſin and un- 
cleanneſs; if our duties be preſented by 
the hand of our exalted High-prieſt, and 
perfumed with the incenſe of his media- 
tion ; then the acceptance of both i is cer- 

tain. So that our acceptance with God in 

every View, both as to perſons and ſervices, 
is only in "Chriſt, and for.the ſake of his 
work. It is in him as our head, and for 
| the fake of that work which he finiſhed on 
dhe croſs, that our fins are pardoned and 
our perſons accepted. It is through him, 
and in virtue of his interceſſion, that our 
moſt righteous performances meet with the 
leaſt approbation from an holy God. Theſe 


t Rev. viii, 37 4. 


are 
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are the ground of the believer's confidence, 
both as to the ſafety of his ſtate, and the 
acceptance of his duties, | 


The chriſtian, having a feeling and an 
abiding ſenſe that ſuch are his imperfec- 
tions, frequently confeſſes them at the 
throne of grace, and on their account is 
deeply humbled. But, though. humbled 
in the duſt for them, he does not deſpair. 
For, being dead to the law, he looks to 
Jeſus his heavenly bridegroom: and, ha- 
ving a freſn application of atoning blood 
to his conſcience, he is delivered from ſla- 
viſh fear and ſtrengthened for future duty. 
As a guilty creature he comes again and 
again, to the ſacred; ſanctifying ſtream, 
which flowed from the wounds of a cruci- 
fied Saviour; and in this way he maintains. 
peace in his mind. As inſufficient to per- 
form any duty, to ſubdue any corruption, 
or to reſiſt any temptation ; he earneſtlyx 
ſecks the aids of the Spirit. Thus the 
dlood of the croſs. and the Spirit of Chriſt, 
enable him to live ear to . as com- 


ere nt Her 
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pletely Goſtified—es the af * as 
partly ſanctified. ä , 


Nor is the 8 ſatisfied with paying 
a due regard to the public appointments of 
religion, and living to God in attending upon 
them. His deſire is, to cultivate a corre- 
ſpondence with his heavenly Father, in the 
family and in the cloſet; at all times and 
in all places. —Conſcious that he is ever 
under the eye of Omniſcience, and always 
in the preſence of Him who ſearches the 
heart; he pays a particular regard to the 
inward frame of his mind; nor does he ob- 
ſerve, without real grief, the moſt ſecret 
workings of inbred corruption. For he 
EKnows, that the leaſt deviation from the 
holy law, is a ſin: that the leaſt fin, is 
abhorred by Infinite Purity, and abſolutely 
inexpiable by any atonement, but that 
which was made by the great Meſſiah. His 
| habitual defire therefore is, to avoid fin, 
as the greateſt of evils ; and to follow after 
holineſs, as the moſt deſirable thing lle 
does not think it ſufficient to be free from 


Lcandalous vices, or to abſtain from ſuch 
things 
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things as would injure his religious charac- 
ter among his fellow · profeſſors; his ele- 

vated aim is, ſo to live to God and ſo to 

walk with him here, as ſhall bear the neareſt 

reſemblance to the-buſineſs and the bliſs of 
the ſaints in light, that the preſent imper- 

fect ſtate will admit. That ineffahle glory 

the fruition of which he expects in the up- 
per world, he deſires to partake even here, 

in ſome degree, by anticipation. Nor are 

theſe deſires in vain. For, as he is dead to 

the law, and lives to God; as he believes 
in Jeſus, and walks in the ways of holineſs 3 
he enjoys the ſmiles of Jehovah's counte- 
nance, and taſtes the ſweets. of celeſtial joy. 
He poſſeſſes an infallible earneſt, and has 
a_ delightful ecki of OF FRY" 
5 le l 21 3k at. b 


He remembers. that his Janie here. is 
ſhort, and the time of his exit extremely 
uncertain. This is a ſpur to diligence in 
the performance of duty, and an incentive 
to watchfulneſs, againſt the inſurrections of 


ward: remptarion-——Such. being. his fs. 
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tion, his habitual deſire is, to perform the 
commands of God with the greateſt punc- 
' tuality, and as under the divine inſpection : 
to fill up every ſtation in life, with the high- 
eſt credit to his holy profeſſion; and to 
render himſelf uſeful to all around him, 
by a heavenly conduct and a ſhining ex- 
ample, fo long as he lives. To be found 
ready when his Lord ſhall come; to be 
found wakeful, with his lamp trimmed 
and burning, when the Bridegroom calls: 

is A matter of infinite oe get in his 
Once more: As it is the defire of him 
who lives to God, 'thus to ſpend his time 
and thus to perform his duty ; fo his prin- 
cCipal end in all is, the glory of God. This 
courſe of obedience and ſelf-denial, is not 
intended to gain the divine favour,” or to 
© procure the great inheritance ; but for the 
honcur of his eternal Sovereign and infinite 
Benefactor.— Pardon of all fin, and com- 
plete reconciliation with our offended Ma- 
ker; deliverance from the wrath to come, 
"i a hope: of a future felicity; are not 
| procured 


that they might live to God. 109 


| procured by our feeble endeavours, but 
granted, freely granted, by ommpotent 
grace. Of this the man who lives to God, 
ts fully perſuaded : he has not, therefore, 
the moſt diſtant thought of procuring them, 
by any thing which he can do. But grati- 
tude to the dying Redeemer, and love to 
the bleſſed God, being the united and 
powerful principle from which he acts; 
the glory of the ſupreme Cauſe, and the 
honour of the divine Mediator, conſtitute 
the exalted end. This is the higheſt end, 
of which we can Conceive, © The inhabi- 
tants of the heavenly world, in all their 
wonderful orders, and in all their nobleſt 
ſervices, can aim at nothing ſuperior, Vet 
| "with ſuch views, ſublime as they are, ought 
the believer invariably to act; 1 in perform- 
ing every duty, in reſiſting every tempta- 
tion, and in bearing every hardſhip, which 
may attend his progreſs in z courſe of ſin- 
cere piety.' And with ſuch views he will 
act, in proportion as his "amd 1 is tens, ona | 
ed and faith is in exerciſe. 


And now, reader; a of 
the * 
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: your conduct? To what, or to whom do 
you live? Is it the immenſely glorious 
_ God? or is it yourſelf and the world ?— 
On what have you placed your affections ? 
to whom have you devoted your heart ? 
Remember who it is that makes the tender 
and righteous demand; bis My ſon give 
Me thy heart.” His infinite excellencies 
require it of you, as a man. And, if a be- 
liever, your obligations are unſpeakably 
heightened. For, as ſuch, your are an 
object of redeeming love, and a ſubject of 
regenerating grace. Tou are not your 
s con; you are bought with a price.” — 
If, then, you profeſs yourſelf a chriſtian, 
- conſider the purport of that profeſſion. By 
_ + laying claim to the honourable character, 
vou profeſs to © live to God.“ The cha- 
” _ rater, how glorious! The profeſſion, how 
noble! Diſgrace not that holy name by 
. which you are called. Diſhonour not that 
life you profeſs to lead: left you pierce 
- . yourſelf through with many ſorrows, and 
cauſe the enemies of the crofs to triumph. 


. | Awful it is to think, hom many there 
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are that bear the chriſtian character and 
profeſs to believe the goſpel; who are yet 
far from living to God. The world has 
their hearts. It engroſſes their warmeſt 
affections. The language of their conduct 
is; Who will ſhew us any temporal 
Good?“ Or, Where ſhall we find any 
carnal pleaſure ? Such would do well 
to remember, that to mind earthly 
„ things 3 to be lovers of pleaſure, 
e more than lovers of God ;“ are the cha- 
raters of the profane, in the ſacred, wri- 
tings . Such, whoever they be, are the 
children of wrath; and, in the moſt em- 
phatical ſenſe, the enemies of the croſs of 
Cbriſt T. The ſtate of ſuch is extremely 
dangerous; and, if grace prevent not, eter - 
nal deſtruction will be their portion. 
Reader is this yeur cafe ?. If fo, you | 
ought either to reform your conduct, or 
renounce every pretence to chriſtianity; 
Lou cannot obey God and mammon. You 
"-CanROT ſerve Chriſt and the world. They 
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R rette maſters and have oppoſite in⸗ 
ſttereſts. If you profeſs to be dead to the 
3 law) as a covenant; you muſt live to God, 
or you contradict yourſelf and blaſpheme 
the goſpel. Do not imagine that your ſtate 
is ſafe, becauſe you have adopted an or- 
| » ” thodox ſyſtem of ſentiments, and have a 
ceonſiſtent view of the tapiral doctrines of 
divine revelation. Such ſentiments you 
may embrace; ſuch a conſiſtent view of 
daivine truths you may have; and yet re- 
"x main a hardened rebel againſt your Maker, 
and be a ſcandal to the great Redeemer's 
- cauſe. Lou may be; wiſe in theory and 
right in your doctrinal principles, while 
the tenour of your conduct is fatally wrong, 
and. your ſoul in the utmoſt jeopardy, For 
It: is a certain truth that our religious know- 
ledge will be of no further uſe to ourſelves, 
” 64\thanfar' elevates our affections to heaven- 
iy things, meliorates our tempers, and. rec- 
tiſies our conduct. Tou may attend on a 
\ preached goſpel; be a member of the pureſt 
viſible church, and have a ſeat at the 
Lord's table; yet, after all, die unregene- 
5 rate pdt be eternallyloſt, — Think, then, O 
R | carnal 
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carnal - profeffor ! what a ſhocking figure 
you will make, among the millions of the 
damned, if, at laſt, you ſhould - periſh; 
The caſe of impenitent Jews, or idolatrous; 
Heathens, who go. to that place of tor- 
ment, will not be ſo awful as yours. To 
think of one who had often heard the goſs. 
pel, who profeſſed to believe its ſublime: 
and glorious doctrines, and had frequently 
received the memorials of the body and 
blood of Chriſt; to think of ſuch an one 
not living to God, but in allowed iniquity 
and dying in unbelief, is awful indeed F 
For the glorious goſpel he ſo often heard, 
will be to him “ the ſavour of death unto» 
« death ;” and that ſuperior knowledge, of? 
which he boaſted, will-give a dreadful em- 
phaſis to his torment, and aggravate his: 
eternal ruin. It is greatly to be feared: 
that, in the end, many ſuch will be found;; 
and take 1 reader | that you be not: 
one of them. 


Again: We not wales dies 
dead to the law and to believe the-goſpely. 
but. alſo.to live to. God ?. If ſo;. what is abe 
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principle of your obedience, and: what. is: 
the end for which you perform it? Is ſelf 
love the principle, and ſelf-preſervation the 
end? or, the love of God, and the glory 
of his eternal name? If the former, you are 
yet alive to the law: if the latter, it is the- 
abedience which God accepts. Love to 
Him, whoſe perfections are infinite; love 
to Him, whoſe grace is unbounded; is the 
fruitful and delightful ſource of every 
work that is truly good. —But as we love 
the Lord only in proportion as. we. know 
him, let it be your conſtant concern to in- 
creaſe in your acquaintance.with.him., To 
that end, ſtudy the croſs-of, Chriſt. . For- 
there the glories, of. the Godhead ſhine :- 
there they. are. diſplayed in the cleareſt - 
manner, and, appear with a winning aſpect. 
Theſe glories beheld, in the face of Jeſus . 
Chriſt, will have a transforming influence. 
You. will love God ; you will deſire to be 
like him. This will make duty eaſy, and 
the ways of holineſs delightful.. You will. 
hate fin, not only as condemning, but allo as 


filthy and abominable. Then, out of gra- 


titude to the bleeding Jeſus, and for the- 
oY 
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glory of the Lord Jehovab, you will deſire 
to obey every divine precept. Then you 
will not only talk about living to God, as 
being a duty; but you will exemplify it in 
your own conduct. Tou will make it ap- 
pear that you love Him, and that it is your” 
main buſineſs to glorify Him. And, ex- 
cept you evidence this, in ſome degree, all 
your pretenſions to vital religion and pri- 
mitive chriſtianity will be in vain. 


SE CT. V. 
We muſt be dead to the law, as a covenant; | 


| before we can live to Gad, in. . and a. 3 


en obedience. 


AVI NG. already. obſerved, that the 
grrat end deſigned by our being dead 
to the law, is, that we might live unto 
God.; we now proceed to ſhew, That 
it is impoſſible for ſuch, who are alive to - 
the law, as a covenant, to live unto God 
in holy and. acceptable obedience. Or, in 


other words, That while a man is looking 


to. his own righteouſneſs, as the condition + 


A his juſtifiaxion, he. can. perform uo 


works 
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works that are truly good, nor any obe- 
dience that is acceptable to God. This po- 
fition may appear ſtrange; and, perhaps, 
de rejected by many, as abſolutely falſe. 

I am, notwithſtanding, fully perſuaded, 

that it. will be found, on impartial inquiry, 

to contain an important truth. And, in. 
proof of it, the following things are offered . 
to conſideration. | 


Let us once more advert to thoſe empha · 
tical words, which have furniſnhed matter 
for the preceding Sections: for in them: 

the truth we would nom confirm and il- 
luſtrate, is very plainly and ſtrongly. im- 
plied:. — Thus they read; For I 
* through the law, am dead to the law, 
that I might live unto God.“ When 
an unerring writer aſſerts, I am dead to 
de the law, THAT MIGHT: live unto God; 

does he not ſignify, beyond all reaſonable: 
doubt, that while he was alive to the law, 
he couLD-NoT live to God? If the phraſe 
here uſed have any. ſenſe, or be uſed with. 
any propriety, -it muſt ſuggeſt that. idea, 
If he might have lived to God, while he: 
| | ought, 
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fought righteouſneſs and life by the laws. 
and before he was dead to it; what tole- 
rable reaſorr can be given for his thus 
ſpeaking? And that the apoſtle” had as 
good opportunities, and as great a zeal ſo 
to have done, as any other man, if ſuch. a. 
thing had been pratticable, will not be 
| diſputed. This, therefore, I humbly con- 
ceive, is no eee N of the 


point. 


The fs inſpired ation in an 
part of his invaluable writings, ſays 3 
Wherefore, my brethren, ye. alſo. are 
become dead to the law,. — that ye ſhould: 
be married to another, even to Him 
« who is raiſed from the dead, THAT wa: 
{© SHOULD BRING FORTH ' FRUIT UNT®O: 
« Gop 4.“ Here we are taught, that we 
muſt be dead to the law, before we can be 
married to Chriſt ; and that we muſt be 
married to him, before we can bring forth. 
fruit unto God.— The glorious end de- 


figned, and the happy effect produced, by. 
x Rom: vil 4 | 
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the believer's conjugal relation to -Feſus; 
ate included in his “ bringing forth fruit 
T unto Ged.“ That relation, therefore, 
muſt be prior to- this effect. And it is quite 
evident from the paſſage, that our being 
dead to the lau, is previous to the com- 
mencement of that high and honourable 
relation 5. - And, as children are called. 
the fruit of the womb *,” ſa the apoſtle 
intimates, that thoſe works: which are. ac- 
ceptable to God, and which follow upon 
this relation taking place between Chriſt 
and the. ſinner, may be compared. to a de- 
gitimate offspring. Conſequently, the beſt 
works performed by us, before we are 
dead to the law and married to Jeſus, can 
be accounted no other than ſpurious; and, 
therefore, rejected of God. 


In the ſame inſtructive paragraph it is 

ſaid; Now we are delivered from the 

« Jaw, that being dead wherein we were 
* held; THAT WE-SHOULD SERVE in new⸗ 
s neſs. of ſpirit, and not in the oldneſs of 


een is of the believer's open eZouſals to Clriſt, that the. 
apoſtle here treats. - * Plal, exxvii. "Ir f 
| a ae the- 
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* the letter +.” From the plain import: 
of theſe words it appears; That the law- 
muſt be dead to us, before. we. can be de- 
| livered from it. And that we muſt be 
delivered from it, before we can- ſerve God 
in newneſs . of ſpirit ; acting from a new. 
principle, and with new views, having a. 
new and a right ſpirit· formed in- us. But 
this is not the caſe of any who are alive to- 
the law. They. who are delivered from ther 
law; they to whom the law is dead, and 
they only, are the happy perſons... _ 5 
That no man who is alive to the la can: 
live to God, will further appear if it be 
conſidered, _ That the ſtate in which he lies, 
is that of a- condemned criminal. For, 
while alive to the law, he is under i it as a. 
eovenant; and, as a breaker of it; is ob. 
noxious to ita condemning power. Being 
« of the works of the law; ſeeking juſti- 
fication by.his own.obedience in conformity 


to it, he is under the curſe 1 His 

perſen is accurſed, and his ſtate is damnable, 

according to the tenour of that law, ta- 
t Rem. wm. 6. 1.Gal. iii, 10. 


which: 
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which he looks for life. This is plain from 
the ſcripture.— If, then, his dre be ac- 
curſed, his works cannot be accepted. If 
-his tate, in the eye of the law, be that of 
2 condemned rebel; his condu# cannot be 
ſuppoſed well pleaſing in the eye of the 
great Lawgiver. His ſtate muſt be good 
and his perſon accepted, before he can live 
| w God, or glorify him in holy obedience. 


„ f No man can live to God; no 
man can perform acceptable obedience,, 
while alive to the law, becauſe he has not 
wital union with Chriſt. While alive to 
the law, we are in unbeliek. While in. 
unbelief, we are in our natural ſtate. And 
while in our natural ſtate, we are enemies 
to. God and children of wrath | : conſe- 
quently, have no vital union with Chriſt. 2 


Rom. vii. 7. Col. is 21. Eph. ii. 3. Jobs i. 36. 


# That the choſen of God have union with Chriſt, prior 
to their regeneration, is readily» granted... But, then, F 
"humbly conceive, whatever other epithets we may give that 


union, it cannot, with propriety, be called vital, till life - 

de communicated to the dead ſinner; which is done in re- 5 

ion. Then it is, and not till then, that we besome 

Eving branches in the true vine, Vid. Wirs. Auimad. 
Ten. cup. vi. 5, 2, 3. | 

—And: 
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* 


— And that none who are defticute of anion 


with him, can do any good works, is clear 


from his own words. Without me; with- 


out a union with me, ſimilar to that of the | 


branch to the vine, ye can do nothing . 
Ve can neither reſiſt temptation ſucceſs- 
fully, nor perform duty acceptably : Te | 
can bear no fruit to the glory of God. 
Here our Lord informs us, that the human 
heart is never influenced by holy tempers; 
that the human life cannot be productive 
of good works, till a man be united to 
| Chriſt; any more than a Branch can beat x" 
valuable fruit, while in a ſtate of ſeparation 
from the vine. And, that fo long as per- 
ſons continue in a ſtate of alienation from 
Jeſus Chriſt, they, with all their perfarm- 
ances, are like à broken, withered branch: 
fir for nothing but to be caſt into the fre 
and conſumed from the earth .—Before we 
have a living union with the great Head of 
the church, we are nat favoured with the 
aids of divine grace, nar are we partakers 
of the Holy Spirit. And as it is the = 5 


4 Ichs xv. 3. 1 2 5 
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vince of that ſacred Agent, to enlighten | 
the dark underſtanding and lead into all 
truth; ſo it is only by his aſſiſtance we can 
perform that which is good, or have the 
leaſt inclination ſo to do. According to 
that ſaying; For it is God which work- 
eth in you, both to will and to da, of his 


good pleaſure 4.“ 


Again: «Without faith it is impoſſible 
** to pleaſe God l.“ The faith deſigned, is 
© the ſubſtance of things hoped for, and 
a the evidence of things not ſeen,” It is 
that by which the juſt live, and to which 2 
divine righteouſneſs is revealed in the goſ 
pel 5. It has the Son of God for its ob) 5 | 
and ſalvation for its end“. But all who 
are alive to the law, are deſtitute of it. 
.— This appears from hence: They who 
believe on Jeſus, believe on him as the 
« Juſtifier of the ungodly +.” They who 
are alive to the law, have no ſuch depend- 
ence. It is directly contrary to their views 


t Philip. ii. 13. | Heb. K. 6. 6 Heb. x. 38. 
Rom. i. 17. Gal. ü. 20. 1 Pet. i. 9. + Rom, 
IV. Js 


and 
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and their. inclinations. They are —_— 5 
to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, and 
look for acceptance with God in that way. | 

They overlook that proviſion which grace 
has made, for the entirely unworthy; and 

ſlight that righteouſneſs which the Mediator 
performed for the juſtification of the ungod- 
ly. Being deſtitute, therefore, of that faith 
which purifies the heart and works by love; 
being unbelievers, whoſe **mind and conſci- 
* ence are defiled, and to whom“ nothing 
«cis pure j; nothing they have, nothing 
they do, is acceptable to God. Conſe- 
quently, they cannot live to * or mn 5 
his name. | | 


Once more: The love of God being che 
principle, and the glory of God the end, of | 
all acceptable obedience; the man who. 
does not act from that delightful principle, 
and with a view to this exalted end, cannot 
be ſaid to live unto God. © Thou ſhalt. 
love the Lord thy God. Whatever ye 

do, do all to the glory of God.” But 


| Tit. i. 15: 
Ga who- 


124 Vi muſt be dead to the law, 
whoever is alive to the law, acts from 2 
different principle, and aims at a different 
end. Such a perſon may act from ſelf- 
love, or phariſaical pride; but he cannot act 
from love to his Maker, and with a view to 
his glory. As ignorant of God, he cannot 
love him. As in his natural ſtate, his car- 
nal mind is enmity againſt him. Cleaving 
to the law for life, and depending on his 
own righteouſneſs; he rebels againſt the 
goſpel, and ſights the great. Redeemer. 
Does he abſtain from an outward courſe 
of ſin? It is not becauſe he loves holineſs, - 
ot from a ſenſe of the contrariety there is 
in ſin to the perfections of the Deity, that 
he forbears to gratify his vicious appetites 
to the full extent of his power; but be- 
cauſe he is apprehenſive that diſagreeable 
conſequences would follow upon” ſuch a 
conduct. Does he attend religious ordi- 
nances ? It is not from love to their great 
Inſtitutor, or becauſe he delights in them as 
means of communion with God; but be- 
cauſe he loves himſelf, and hopes, by ob- 
ſerving the divine commands, to obtain 
favour at the * tribunal, Would his | 
: conſcience 
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conſcience. be eaſy and his hope of heaven 
continue, without theſe devotional ſervices; 
he would drop them without heſitation, and 
leave their performance to others. A fla- 
viſh fear of hell, and a mercenary expecta- 
tion of heaven; ſelf· love, and ſelf. pre ſer- 
vation; are the main ſprings of his moral 
and religious conduct, and the end which 
he has in view.—In certain ſituations of 
life, a regard to the decency and preſent 
uſefulneſs of a motal converſation, and an 
eſteem for a religious character, may bridle 
the baſer paſſions, and ſtrongly urge to a 
religious profeſſion. But; whether we avokl 
ſin and practiſe duty, with a view to ob- 
tain the favour of heaven and eſcape ever- 
laſting miſery z; or with a deſign to gain the 
advantages attending a moral behayiour and 
the reputation of appearing religious 3 it is 
very certain that we are far from living to 
God, while a ſincere affection, for him, and 
a ſupreme concern for his glory, have not 
a prevailing influence on our hearts and 
lives. We may, therefore, ſafely conclude, 


that it is abſolutely neceſſary, a man ſhould 
e's dead to the law,; ſhould give up all 
| 6 3 expecta- 
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expectations of juſtification by his own; 
obedience; before he can live to God,” 
in the performance of holy duties and the 
Practice of real virtue. 


| Hence we may learn, what numbers there | 
are, who, with a blind zeal and ſelf-righte- 
ous views, ſtrongly. aſſert the neceſſity of 
*human obedience, in order- to acceptance. 
with God, who are not able to perform any- 
good works. They, indeed, fondly ima- 
gine themſel ves to be the greateſt friends to 
the intereſts of holineſs, becauſe they ate 
ſtrongly attached to the law, as a covenant. 
And as they loudly plead the neceſſity of 
living to God; ſo they greatly pleaſe them - 
ſel ves with a fancied obedience to his divine 
precepts: while the doctrine of ſovereign 
grace; the declarations. of a free Saviour 
and a finiſhed ſalvation, without their do- 
+ings or deſervings; are held in deteſtation 
by them. And why ?. Becauſe they ſup- 
poſe that ſuch doctrines received, muſt 
make void the obligations of the law in 
every ſenſe, and ſap the foundations of all, 


J 1 21 Thus they. gratify their native, 
| pride, 


before tue can live to God. ar 


pride, under the fair pretext of a ſuperion 
regard to the law, and a flaming zeal for 
| holineſs. —But, if the arguments already 
* adduced be founded in truth, the vanity of 
ſuch a pretence is evident. For hence it 
appears, that the doctrine of grace is ſo far 
from being licentious, that without an ex4 
, perimental acquaintance with it, we cannot 
live to God, nor perform any work that is. 
truly good. Till poſſeſſed of ſuch an ac- 
quaintance with it, we have no faith in 
| Jeſus; no love to our Maker; no deſire to. 
live to his glory. It is the goſpel, in the 
| hand of the Spirit, by which faith is im- 
planted and love produced in the heart: 
Theſe plants of heayenly origin, grow, and 
flouriſh, and bring f forth fruit, under its be- 
nign influence. It is the honoured inſtru- 
ment, in Jehovah's hand, for enlightening 
the ignorant and reforming the profligate. 

An experience of its power makes the ways 
af holineſs pleaſant, and the practice of 
; duty delightful. —Yes, reader, the more. 
vou know of the glorious goſpel, the more 
will you love its heavenly Author. So 
b all . find, by increaſing and bappy | 
Gs. * 
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experience, that as nothing in the world 
can be compared with it, for affording re- 


128 We muſt be dead to FY Ro 


lief to a diftreſſed conſcience ;, ſo. there is no- 


thing equal to it, for eſtabliſhing duty on 
a ſolid baſis—enforcing it by cogent motives 
and directing it to a worthy end. 


How happy then, is your ſtate, believer 


Your perſon being accepted of God, your 


works are pleaſing to him. And a re- 
membrance that ** your labour ſhall not be 
in vain in the Lord,” is a noble encou- 
ragement to abound and continue in well- 


doing. Your works of faith and labours 


of love, being fruits of a vital union with 


Jeſus Chriſt, and indications of an obedi- 
ent, grateful heart, are highly pleaſing to 
your | heavenly Father. Surely, then, it 


ſhould be your fervent deſire and conſtant 


care, as a living branch in the true Vine, to 
bear. the moſt, generous fruit in rich abun- 
_ dance, —O,, believer! it is your happineſs 
to have every fin pardoned, and every curſe 
removed; to. believe in the Son of God, 


and to enjoy communion with him. Tours 


it is, to love the Lord, ang ſeek his glory : 


to; 
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to perform duty by divine aſſiſtance, and to 
have your ſacred ſervices and ſpiritual ſa- 
ctifices preſemed to God und rendered 
acceptable to him, by Jeſus your great 

High*Prieſt. "Yours is the high prerogs. 
tive of eving to God.“ Prize the privi- 
lege: walk worthy of your exalted Ration | 

and heayenly calling... 65 wy 


| 


"As there are, barre very few, - 
that are capable of living to God; if you, 
reader, profeſs'to be one of thoſe few, your 
obligations to Obedience are many and un- 

ſpeakably great. And you will de- well to 


remember, that to tall of being poſſeſſed of 


ſuperior advantages for the practice of vir- 
tue, and at the fame, time live as do the 
world in common, ate a great inconliſtency, | 
To pretend that ydu believe in, the Lord 
redeemer, are in a juſtified ſtate, and hive 
delightful- communion_ with the belt, of 
Beings— that you have a clear knowledge . 
of divine truth, and a high eſteem for the 
ordinances of Chriſt, initheir primitide pu- 
rity to pretend to theſe very ſuperior ad- 
— while the only diſcernible diffe- 
G. 3. rence 
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rence: between you and the world conſiſts,. 
in your entertaining a different ſet of ſenti- 

ments, or having different farms. of external 
worſhip, is inconſiſtent and ſhameful, If 
this be the caſe, your ſpeculative knowledge- 
of evangelical truth is ſadly abuſed, It is 
converted into fewel for your ſpiritual. 
pride: while your conduct is a- ſtanding, 
reproach to the name that you bear, and 

a foul diſgrace to- the- truths which you. 
hold. For in proportion as our light is. 
clearer, and our advantages greater; our 

example ſhould be ans and our lives 
more uſcful.. * ; ; | 


SECT. VII. 


| Of Ihe law, as a rae of condu8t to believers:. 


E 12 already obſerved, that. the 
morallaw may be conſidered, either. 
as the formula of the covenant of works, 
or as a rule of conduct. Under the former 
conſideration we have ſhewn, that believers. 
ar dead to it, and delivered from it; that 
it has no demands upon them, nor any 
dominion over them. It now remains that 


be FF 
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ve conſider i it under i its, latter denomination. | 
And bere we ſhall endeavour to prove, that 
As à rule of conducꝭ, it deſetves and requires 
the ſincere and uninterrupted regards of all 


who. believe. 3 
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That the law may be Lander as the 


rule of our obedi ence in general, even when 
it ceaſes to have any claims upon us, or any 
 threatenings againſt us, 25 A covenant; 18 
a truth of great importance, and eaſy to be 
apprehended. Some perſons, indeed, either I 
cannot or will not fee the moral. law. in any. 
other light, than that of a a covenant: and 
imagine, that if we. Ioſe the idea of the re- 
ward it promiſes to perfect obedience, and 


of the curſe, ĩt denounces againſt Pan Hig 
on, we loſe the idea of. the Jau f, 
Conſequently, chen mult jnaivrain, that 
when 4. Perſon 18.0 de jvered Fon it, 

cevenani, he! 18 no longer concern a old * 
under any. conſideration. "But. this. is 4 


Web miſtake, and Pregnant nicheanggrou- | 
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Aght, it may be of uſe to obſerve: ; Thitz 
the idea of the. law, as a rule, is prior, in- 
the order of nature, to our copccpiions of 
the law, as-a covenant, For, man 5 
formed a reaſonable creature, and 2255 | 
of 1 moral government; being deſigned to 
11 propagate his ſpecies, and fitted for ſocial 
| life; ; It was neceflary that he ſhould have a. 
role for his conduct, and. have tlic Bounds. 
# of his duty, Preſcribed: that he ſhould have 
Tuch a rule as included; both his duty to 
God and. bis duty, to his fellow. creatures. 
When, we. conſider mankigd as a race of. 
rational beings, their common relation to 
the great, Creator, and their un#voidable - 
connection one with another, ſeem neceſſa- 
rily to require it. Such a rule we have in 
the moral. law. And the nature of things 
requifed that ſome f ſych rule. for the 'fub-. 
£ Nance of-1 it. ſhould have been given, to our. 
firſt parents in paradiſe; even ſuppoſing 
the eternal Sovereign hag not heen pleaſed. 
tet connect a. promiſe of life, with a con- 
fotmity to it. As. creatures in a. Rate of 
Probation, and as accountable to God,for - 
ts uſe of all their time and the exerciſe of 


all 


o- 


F conduf? lo Br vers. _ 4 ; 


1 their Powers, It 1 not be otherwiſk. 


1 deny this, is to uppoſe, that Jehb- 
wah, might. baye created'a number of 12 

anal bejngs, in ſtrict connection one wich 

another, and all in a. ſtate of continual de-- 
pendence upon himſelf;, and, at. the. ſame. 
time, that it woyld. have been conſilſent 
with all his perfe&tions,.. to hav had 7 10 re- 

ord to their conduct, whatever f it might 
be, eicher towards himſelf ox one to another: 


which, in reference to moral good and evil. : 


would have ea, 


W 
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"Bur, though 7 was ' neceſſity abate. 


great progenitor, while in a ſtate of inno- 
cence, ſhould have a preſcription | of duty,.. 
or a rule for his conduct; there was not, 
there could not be, any neceſſity arifing from - 


| that relation in which he. ſtood to God, that. 


this rule of his behaviour would have the 
form of a covfnant.—Tet this was actually 
the caſe. His bountiful, Creator, not. only 
informed him. of his duty, and. threatened. 
Haniſbment. agaiſt diſobedience; but, it in 
the threatening, itſelf, it was ſtrongly it int. 
Bled, 


7 


5 
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285 things,” Is en a 31 — 
"righteouſneſs, *ſhall' live in them.“ 80 
Sur Lord, referring to the ſame law, ſays; 


This do, and thou ſhalt live.“ — his pro- 
miſe, made to obedience, . gives the law the 
nature and form of a covenant. This con- 
ſtitution, therefore, was an act of divine 
'condeſcenfion and divine ſovereigntp. In- 
finite juſtice made it neceſſary, that an 
offence againſt the Majeſty of heaven ſhould 
be puniſned; but the moſt perfect obedi- 
euce of a creature, abſolutely and perperu- 
: ally dependent upon the Creator, gives no. 
claim to the leaſt reward, Had our great : 
| nitor; Adam, done al}, that was com- 
"manded, he muſt at-laſt, Jeſus himſelf be- 
ing Judge, have been but an «unprofitable : 
 <ſeryant.” Not the leaſt pittance of me- 
7 it could have ariſen from Its Perfect 
d obedience | is-4 debt, which every one owes... 
I 10 his Maker; - had our firſt | 
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would have hag no demand 2 Eternal 


that _ one mould be. obliged to reward 
his debtor, merely for diſcharging a juſt 
debt“. There is, therefore, a conceivable, 
a real, an important difference, between 
the law, as a covenant, and the ſame law au 
a rule, And as in the order of nature, and 
in the neceſſary connections and dependen- 
cies: of things, the idea of it as a rule, 15 
Prior to that of a covenant; ſo there i is not 
the leaſt abſurdity in ſuppoſi ng, that it may. 
entirely ceaſe ta the believer, in regard to 
the perfect, perſonal obedience it requires, 
as the condition of life, and the curſe it 
annexes to every in ; while it continues in 


full force, as the dale of his ations T. # 


Mr. Jon ark. e orig. Sin, P42. 


+ © The ten commandments,” ſays a well-known author, 
being the ſubſtance of the law. of nature, a repreſentation, 
of God's image, and a beam of bis holineſs, * behoved, for. 
*ever, unalterably to be a rule of Jife to mankind, in all. 
- poſſible fates, conditions, and circumſtances. Nothing 
but the utter deſtructioa of human nature — could · diveſt 55 
them of that office, lince God is unchangeable i in his. 


*iwage, and þolipeds... Hel their heing a a rule of ute to. 
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; That the moral law is a rule of life to 
e may be proved by various argu- 
ments. Some few of the many which 
; might be produced, I ſhall now offer to 
the reader's conſideration.ä— Paul, we find, 
even in that very chapter where he treata 
the moſt largely and-explicitly, concerning. 3 
believers being dead to the law, and the. 
law. being dead to them; afferts. with re- 
ect to himſelf, I delight in the law of 
«God, after the inward man g. Now, 
4 whatever law that is which he here deſigns, 
8 be informs us that oy delighted in it © after . 
«the inward man.“ By which expreſſions.” 
he. does not intend the ſoul, in contra- 
diſtinction. to the body; but the mind, 
conſidered as renewed, in oppoſition to the 


1 
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Adam and his poſterity, had no dependence on their 

© .* becomipg the cohenant of works; but they would have 
| /© been that rule, though there never had been any ſuch 

© covenant. Vea, whatever covenant was. introduced, whe- 

\;* ther of works or of grace, or whatever form might be 
put upon them; they behoved ill to remain the rule of 
. <4ife: no covenant, no form whatſoever, could ever preju- 
«dice this their royal dignity."  BosTon's Wirks, p. 854. 
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torruptien of nature, Kill inherent, —This 
law, therefore, cannot be that which 18 
ceremonial; for that was abrogated by 

death of Chriſt, Nor can it be the law of | 


1 [3ST 


new and holy 
dilpoſtion, "which z as, implanted in his 
heart in regeneration; for then the ſenſe 
would be; 1 delight in the new diſpoſition 
of my mind, after m | renewed mind. 
Nor can it be — moral aw, as à covenants. 
for to that he c clare be was dead. ie 
remains, then, that it muſt be the moral 
law, as he rule of his obedience to God. 
In the law, thus conſidered, he greatly de- 
lighted, He ſaw it was «holy,, and juſt, 
Land good.“ Thar fervent love which 
had to his God; » that ſincere affection which 
he had to his neighbour;. cauſed him to 
eſteem it highly, and to obſerve i it with di- 
ligence. And whoever is pollefſed'o "of the 
holy and heavenly principle, cannot büt | 
love that law which. requires the.conſtaht 


exerciſe of it +. 
+ See alſo verle 2 . 80 then, with the mind, F my- 


elf ſerve the law of, God,” 1 


| appears from the context. Nor can it be 
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In another part of the ſame epiſtle, he 


evidently exhorts his believing correſpon- 
dents to the practice of duty, by ſetting be- 
fore them the precepts and prohibitions of. 
the moral law. Theſe are his words: Owe 


ä no man any thing, but to love one another: 
for he that loveth another, hath fulfilled; . 
Ithe law. For this, Thou malt not cam 


mit adultery: Thou ſhalt not kill: Thou 
" &ſhalt not ſteal: Thou ſhalt nat bear falſe 
. witneſs: Thou ſhalt not covet:- And if. 


_ Ethere be any other commandment, it is. 
"®briefly comprehended in this ſaying, 
© namely, 'Fhou ſbak love thy neighbour. 
das thyſelf. Love worketh no ill to his 


« *nejighbour: therefore loyal is the fulfilling: 
*<of the law*.” Na to what purpoſe does 


| the infallible teacher make uſe of theſe pre- 
"cepts. and prohibitions, and that in the very 


language df the decalogue, when exhorting 
believers to good works, if, they have no- 


f thing” to do with the law? Where is the 


. Propr tely, where is the reaſon of his doing 
bo, on ſuppoſition, that 1 it is not the rule of & 


„. Rom, xiii, 8, 9, 10. 
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their conduct? For no one, acquainted 
with the goſpel, can imagine, that he is here 
urging the law upon them as. a.covenant of 
works, which preſcribes duty as the con- 
dition of life; and; yet there is no other 
light in which to conſider it, if it is denied 
to be a rule of conduct. I conclude, there- 
fore, that the infpired author has here 
taught us, in a very emphatical manner, 
that the law is a rule of life to belieyers. 


The ſame experienced faint and incom- 
parable man, when writing to the church 
at Epheſus, ſays; «Children: obey: your. 
«parents in the Lord; for this is right.” 
This exhortation he enforces, by adding z 
Honour thy father and mother: * which. 
are the words of the law, and *the firſt 
«< commandment with promiſe +. "—Now 
is it not ſtrange, exceeding ſtrange, that 
the apoſtle. ſhould thus refer to the law and 
expreſsly mention its precepts, When ex- 

horting the people of God to perform their 

reſpective duties; and that he ſhould do it, 
not only once but repeatedly, and to diffe- 


+ Eph M. 1 8 
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rent churches + if he did not conſider it 


as the rule of their conduct? If the moral 
law had been entirely abrogated ; if be- 


lievers had been freed from all concern 
with it; he muſt have known it. And 
if he knew it, methinks it is abſolutely un- 
accountable that he ſhould, in this manner, 


make uſe of it and urge its ſacred injune- 


tions, when writing to a church of Chrift 


called out from among the Gentiles 
What! was the Lord's ambaſſador ſo much 
at a loſs for motives and arguments to en- 
force his divine Maſter's commands, even 


| on the minds of: thoſe who. were in Profeſſ- 


ed fubjeftion to him, that he muſt, in order- 
to gain his point, make uſe of an antiquated: 
4} law—alaw with which they had no concern] 
. That was far from him: the thought be 
far from us !--That. firſt-rate. miniſter in 
the Meſliah's kingdom was well perſuaded, 
that the holy law was a rule for the conduct 
. of chriſtiaps. The glorious Surety having 


| paid i it the higheſt reſpect, in. performing. 


chat perfect obedience which it required, 


4 See alſo, Gal. V. 13, 14 


and 
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and in ſuffering the dreadful penalty it 


threatened, as a covenant; he knew that it 
deſerved the moſt ſincere and uninterrupted | 


regard, from all who profeſs to believe in 
Jeſus, in their whole converſation.” Wich- 
out ſuppoſing this, we cannot diſcern either 

propriety or ſenſe in thus making uſe of i 50 
when addreſſing believers. N 


We have a teſtimony to the truth \ for 
which we plead, from the pen of another” 
_ apoſtle: which, as it appears pertinent to 
our purpoſe, | may be briefly conſidered; 
— James, in perfect agreement with Paul, 
Tays; If ye fulfil the royal law,'accord-' 
ing to the ſcripture, Thou ſhalt love thy 


*neighbour as thyſelf, ye do well.“ 


That it is the moral law, of which he 
ſpeaks, cannot admit of a doubt; for he 
expreſsly mentions one of its principal 


commands. Now ſays he, If ye believers, 
85 fulfil the royal law of love one to another, 


without any difference of rich and poor, of 
high and low; according to the ſcripture, 
in which it is written, Thou Joy love " 


1 Jam. li, 8. 
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neighbour as thyſelf, ye do well. Le act 


agreeably to the will of your heavenly Fa- 
ther, and the commandment of your divine 

Lord, who is king in Zion. Acts of 
chriſtian Kindneſs and brotherly love, to 


your fellow-creatures and fellow- chriſtians, 


proceeding from love to God and with a 
view to his glory, are good works; ſuch as 
the Lord himſelf will acknowledge to be 
well done.— Here we may further obſerve, 
that in loving our neighbour, and in evi- 
dencing that love by a ſuitable ſeries of 


action; we ought to have our eye upon 


that authority which enjoins it, and that 
law which requires it. It is the authority 
of God in his law, which we ought to re- 
gard.—I now proceed to confirm the truth, 
by other cemliderations. 


If the moral law * not a rule of life to 
believers, either there is ſome other, and 
a new rule given in its ſtead, or there is 
not, If another, it may be preſumed, that 
it is either more or leſs perfect than that 
contained in the moral law. But more per- 
fect it cannot be, without ſuppoſing that 
the 


of condu# to believers. 4h; 
the old, the eternal law, was imper fett; to 
ſuppoſe which, is abſurdly blaſphemous. 
If it be Teſs perfect, the conſequence is 
plain. It is not a complete ſyſtem of duty. 
It admits of imperfectiona. It connives at 
ſin. But for any one to imagine that infl> 
nite wiſdom would contrive, and that infi- 


nite holineſs would give, /uch a rule for te 


conduct of rational creatures; is abſolutely. 
inconſiſtent with the divine character, and 
pregnant with blaſphemy. Such a rule, 
therefore, condemns. itſelf, and ſinks With 
its own weight .—But if there be nat ang - 
ther, then it follows by neceſſary conſe- 
quence, that as there is no rule to regulate 
the conduct of believers, they gan neither 
obey nor diſobey. Sin and duty, as co 
them, are unmeaning names and empty 
ſounds. For obedience preſuppoſes a com- 
mand. And it is equally evident, that 
« where there i is no law,” no rule of action, 
there can be no tranſgreſñon. For how. 
ſhould: that be fin, which is not forbidden, 
which is not the breach of any law? But, 
if all irregularities of temper and conduct 
be forbidden to believers; and if diſpo- 
ſitions 
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ſitions and practices of a contrary kind be 


requited of them, it muſt be by 4 law 14 


law they are bound to regard, as the rule 


of their duty both to God and man.— The 


ſentiment oppoſed repreſents the Holy One 
of God as the miniſter of ſin: for it ſup- 


poſes char Chriſt has diſſolved all obligation 


to duty, in reference to his diſciples; than 
Fer nothing can be more falſe, or more 


atory to our Saviour's honour, The 
action he made to eternal Juſtice, ſaves 
the perſons 'of believers from final condems- | 
nation and everlaſting punimment; but 
the nature of their actions remains the 


ſame. Every affection of heart and every 


action of life. which the law forbids and 
condemns in others, is equally forbidden 


ahd equally eriminal in them: nay, they 
being confidered as knowing their duty 


— as under additional obligations, and 


a having ſuperior motives, to the perform 


ance of it; if there be any difference, on 


_ the compariſon, in regard to any impurity 


of heart or irregularity of life, it hies againſt 
them. Though redeemed from the curſe” 


obſerve 
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obſerve its precepts, nor would it be either 
to their honour or IE to be other · 
wiſe. "8 


I ſuppoſe it will not be denied by any, 
who acknowledge the Bible to contain a 
divine revelation, that the ſaints and peo» 
ple of God under the ancient Jewiſh œ | 
nomy, were bound to regard the moral 
law as the rule of their conduct. Yet, it ia 
evident, they were no more under it, as &: 
covenant, nor any more obnoxious to its 
curſe, than real chriſtians under the goſpel- 
diſpenſation, They who believed in the 
promiſed Meſſiah before he appeared, were: 
pardoned and juſtified, were ſanctified and 
ſaved; and that by the ſame glorious 
grace, and the ſame all-ſufficient Mediator, 
with all who have known the Lord ſince 
the eternal Word became incarnate : the 
way of juſtification and ſalvation having 
been but one, and preciſely the ſame, in all 
ages.—If, then, thoſe ancient ſaints were 
bound to regard the law, as the rule of 
their moral behaviour; what reaſon can be 
given, why believers now ſhould not be 
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under the ſame obligation? Eſpecially 
fince our Lord has declared in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, that he came not to de- 
«troy, but to fulfil the law.” To fulfil it, 
as a covenant, by his own conſummate 
obedience, and by his moſt bicter ſufferings 
in the ſtead of his people: and to enforce 
on their minds, by the moſt cogent motives, 
its heavenly precepts, as a perfe& rule of 
duty. So that whether we conſider the law 
as a rule of duty, or as a-covenant of works; 
it is not made void by the coming of Chriſt, - 
or the doctrine of grace; but, on the con- 
trary, it is firmly eſtabliſned, and highly 
magnified d. . 


Af believers be not under: the commanding 
power of the law, ſuppoſing them to act 
ever ſo contrary to it, they are not charge- 
able with ſinning againſt it, nor can they 
be denominated tranſgreſſors of it For 
inſtance: The law ſays, Thou ſhalt love 
«God with all thy heart;” that is, with a 
ſupreme and perfect affection. Thou 


8 Rom. ili. 31. Ia. xlii. 21. 
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*halt love thy neighbour as thyſelf.? : 
Theſe are its capital commands: theſe are 
the ſum of the law: But if the law be not 
a rule of life to the chriſtian; if he be not 
under its commanding power; he is no 
longer obliged to love either God or his 
neighbour. Conſequently, on ſuppoſition 


that he love neither of them, he is not guil- © 


ty in the eye of the law, nor in the leaſt a 
breaker of it. For where there is no legal 
right to command, there can be no autho- 
rity to pronounce guilty. If, therefore, the 
believer be not under the commanding 
power of the law, whatever the diſpoſitions 
of his heart, or the actions of his life may 
be; he is no tranſgreſſor of the law, it 
having no concern at all with him. — Such 
are the ſhocking abſurdities, and ſuch the 
abominable blaſphemy, which follow à de- 
nial of the truth for which we contend. 


We may argue alſo from the experience 
of the chriſtian and the dictates of his own' 
conſcience, When he reflects on the cor- 
ruptions of his heart, the imperfections of 
his VE and the exceeding ſinfulneſs of 

| H 2 ſing 
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ſinz what is the ſtandard by which he 
forms an eſtimate of theſe things? Some 
rule of duty he muſt have; ſome rule he 
muſt, in his own conſcience, acknowledge; 
or he could not judge of the diſpoſitions of 
his heart and the actions of his life, ſo as to 
pronounce them either good or evil, perfect 
or defective, and be pained or pleaſed on 
the reflection. And what rule can this be, 
but the moral law? Is it not a complete 
one and fit for the purpoſe? Is there any 
ſin, which is not forbidden; is there any 
duty, which is not commanded, by that law 
which requires the conſtant exerciſe of per- 
fect love to God, and perfect love to man? 
Can the believer acguit himſelf, in the court 
of his own conſcience, when he is perſuaded 
that his tempers or actions are contrary to 
it? Or does he ever condemn them as cri- 
minal, but on a ſuppoſition that there is 
ſomething in them which is forbidden by 
it? Was it ever known that a chriſtian 
ſhould ſay, of his inclinations or actions; 
+] pronounce theſe to be evil, though re- 
*quired by the moral law; and I declare 


$thoſe to be good, though contrary to it ?? 
| An 


- 
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An infallible pen has informed us, that 
by the law is the knowledge of ſin.“ 
Nor is its uſefulneſs, in this reſpect, con- 
fined to the time when a finner is firſt 
awakened and converted. It is of uſe, in 
the hand of the Spirit, in all the future 
progteſs of the chriſtian life. As the be- 
liever grows in grace, he ſees more and 
more of its purity and ſpirituality, and is 
proportionally humbled, under a fenſe of 
his own depravity and imperfe&tions. If, 
then, it be of uſe to a believer, ſtill to con- 
vince of fin and ſtill to humble for it; and 
if ſin be no other than a ©tranſgrefſion of 
» the law;” it follows, that it muſt be the 
rule of his conduct. 3 


The law, conſidered as moral, is founded 
on the nature of things. The ſublime per- 
fections of Jehovah, and the relation he 
ſtands in to man, as being his Creator, 

Preſerver, and Governor; the dependent 
condition of man, and the bleſſings he re- 
ceives from his Maker; conſtitute that 
foundation on which the law is built, as 
it reſpects our duty to God, in the exerciſe 
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of parſe love, and the performance: of- 
holy worſhip. And as the law. regards our 
. neighbour,” it-is founded on that mutual 
relation, which we ſtand in one to another, 
in the preſent ſtate of exiſtence. In pro- 
Portion, therefore, to 'the: ſtability. of that 
foundation, on which the law is built, is the 
law eitſelf. If thoſe relations, from which 
all our obligations to God and ane to ano- 
ther ariſe, be firm and unchangeable; ſuch 
alſo muſt be the obligations themſelves: for 
the ſeveral relations and obligations co-exiſt. 
his being the caſe, it follows, by neceſ- 
fary conſequence.; That while. Jehovab is 
poſſeſſed of abſolute. perfection, and man a 
dependent being; while God is God, and 
man is man; that law which requires per- 
fect love to our Maker, is unchangeable. 
And, ſo long as our relation one to another 
continues the ſame, it cannot but be the 
duty of every one, to love bis neighbour as 
be loves himſelf. Conſequently, ſo far as 
| we come fhort in either of theſe reſpects, 
we fail in the performance of our duty, and 
are chargeable with ſin. 


Once. 
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Once more: Why ſhould any one wiſh 
to be free from the law, conſidered q a rule 
of conduct? It commands-gothing but 
what is right, nor forbid# any thing that 
is not wrong. As the things it requires are 
worthy of God and uſeful to man; ſo the _ 
things it prohibits are hateful to Him and 
| hurtful to us. To ſuppoſe it poſſible for 
God to approve thoſe things which the law 
condemns, would be a flagrant diſhonour 
done to his character; and to imagine that 
men might perform them without injuring 
their own ſouls, is a great miſtake,—Be- 
ſides, 1s it not the deſign of the Holy Spirit, 
in the regeneration of ſinners, to produce 
in them an habitual deſire. of. doing that 
which is right? But can thoſe diſpoſitions 
or actions be accounted right, which are 
contrary to the attributes of God, or in- 
conſiſtent with a due acknowledgment of 
them?“ When the divine Sovereign diſ- 
plays bis perfections, he manifeſts his alert ; 
and ſo far as we acknowledge thoſe perfec- 
tions in a ſuitable manner, we glorify him. 


* STAPFERI Inflitut. Theolog, Polem. Tom. 12. Cap. iii, 
$1435, 1436. 
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Now as the law only requires us to treat 
God &@s God, and our fellow-creatutre as 
our fellow-creature; in other words, as it 
only requires us to treat objects and things 
as they are in their own nature, and in their 
ſeveral relations to us; its precepts and 
prohibitions muſt be unalterable, and the 
never failing rule of the Chriſtian's con - 
duct 7. | 


+ The. very learned and celebrated VITRMeA, when 
reaſoning on this important ſubjeR, ſpeaks to the following 
effect. When Paul affirms that believers, being under 
grace, are © free from the law;“ he muſt not be under- 
* ſtood as aſſerting, That they are looſed from an obligation 
to obſerve the precepts which conſtitute the ſubſtance of 
«thoſe moral laws which are contained iu the writings of 
© Moſes, For how abſurd, how blaſphemous, how ſhocking 
© it would be to ſuppoſe, that the people of God, under the 
8 goſpel - diſpenſation, are not bound, by any law, to revere, 


and. lave, and adore their Maker; nor under any obliga- 


ation to ſeek the good, or promote the happineſs, of their 
fellow · creatures! Certain it is, that grace and faith, nei- 
ther do nor were ever intended to free believers from the 


_*abligations and laws of humanity. No; their benevolent 


© deſign was, to reſtore mankind to happineſs, and to perfect 
© thery in holineſs. But were Chriſtians releaſed from the 
©law of love, they would not be in the common. condition 


of humanity. For what is it to be a man, but to be a crea- 


ture endued with reaſon ; dependent on God for exiſtence, 


It 
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It muſt, indeed, be acknowledged, that 
a complete conformity to this high and 
heavenly rule, is what the moſt holy and 


and for all the comforts of life; from whom only he can 
© expect ſalvation ſrom every evil, and the enjoyment of 
every good, that is neceſſary to perfect his nature and 
render him completely bleſſed ? To GoD, therefore, -as 
© his Creator, Preſerver, Governor, and Supreme Good, he 
© neceſſarily ſtands related; fo related, as to be accountable 
to him for the enjoyment of every favour, the exerciſe of 
call his powers, and the performance of every act. A 
© ]JEROVAH's conſummate perfections demand of a rational 
© creature, that is abſolutely dependent upon him and formed 
« for his glory, the higheſt acts of adoration ; as the dominion. 
of God, over all creatures, requires obedience and ſub- 
© jection ; as the majeſty and juſtice of God challenge hu- 
© mility and reverence ; ſo the boundleſs goodneſs of God, 
© which, is the ſource of all the comforts we have reccived,, 
© of all the bleſſings we now enjoy, and of all the happineſs. 
ve hereafter expect That INFINITE GOODNESS, I ſay, 
©to which every man's conſcience bears witneſs, obliges the 
© reaſonable creature to love God: that is, to cleave to him, 
with all the force of inclination and all the fervour of. 
© affeion, as being ſupremely amiable ; and to rejoice in | 
© his happineſs, as a Being of boundleſs excellence. And 
© as one Divine perfection infers all others; and ane rela» 
«tion of God to man comprehends all others; including, 
tat the ſame time, all the duties of man to Gad which ariſe 
from thoſe relations; ſo all the duties we owe to God 
© might be demonſtrated from almoſt any of thoſe Divine 
© perfetions which have a relation to man,” VITRING.. 
Oer. Sac. Tom. II. I. vi. c. 18. $1, 
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zealous believer cannot attain. A perfe&, 
perſonal holineſs, is not attainable by mor- 
tals. For, if we ſay that we have no ſin, 
«we cron ourſelves,.and the truth is not. 
Wc 7 '—Notwithſtanding, the law is no 

leſs the ſtandard of duty; is no leſs the rule 

by which we ought to walk; than if we 
could obſerve it with the greateſt punctu- 
ality. And every one, who pretends to 
faith in Jeſus, ought to exert his beſt en- 
deavours, and uſe his utmoſt diligence, that 
both his tempers and actions may correſpond 
with it, as much as poſſible. This is his 
indiſpenſable duty; and this, if a real. 
chriſtian, will be. his ſincere deſire: 


Nor has the true believer any objeAiony 
to it, or any fears from it, thus conſidered, 
It. is no longer: a fiery lau, thundering out 
anathemas, and flaſhing vengeance againſt 
him. No; it is mild and gentle.— He ſees 
that its precepts are higly ſalutary, and its- 
Prohibitions exactly right, He would not 
"wiſh to have them altered. Love to God, 
and love to our neighbour, is a compens 
dium of its precepts ; and! in the exerciſe of 

. chat 
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that love he deſires to abound; - As to its: 
prohibitions, he knows that the things for- 
bidden would be an injury to him, werte 
they purſued; therefore he eſteems it his 
| happineſs to abſtain . from them. That new 
diſpoſition he received in his regeneration,. 
inclines him to love God and delight in his 
law, as pure and holy. The goſpel fur- 
niſhes him with the ſtrongeſt arguments and 
moſt winning motives, to abound in obe- 
dience; while it is his earneſt prayer, that 
the Spirit of grace would afford effectual. 
aſſiſtance, for the performance of it. And: 
it is his greateſt grief, that he does not 
more conſtantly and more perfectly tran- 
ſeribe the ſacred precepts into his conduct, 
and cauſe them. to-ſhine. in bis own ex- 
ample. . 1 


Beſides, the beHever beholds the law—- 
not in the hands of Moſes, and as ſur- 
rounded with the flames of Sinai but in 
the hands of that: Prince of peace, who is 
king in Zion. He ſees that the dear, the 
adorable, the aſcended Jeſus ; having ful- 
filled its high demands, as a. covenant, and: 

releaſed 
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"releaſed him from its awful curſe; now 
employs it as an inſtrument of his benign 
government, for the good of the redeemed, 
and the glory of his own eternal name. As 
in the hand of Chriſt, it is a friend and a 
guide, pointing out the way in which the 
Chriſtian ought to walk, fo as to expreſs 
his gratitude to God for his benefits, and 
glorify the Lord Redeemer. It ſnews 
him alſo, at the fame time, how imperfect 
his own obedience is ; and ſo is a happy 
mean of keeping him humble at the foot of 
ſovereign grace, and entirely dependent on 
the righteouſneſs of his divine Sponſor. 


And now, reader, what think you of 
the law, as a rule of conduct ? Is it plea- 
ſant, is it delightful to you ?—In vain you 
profefs to know the glorious goſpel, while 
you continue an enemy to the holy law. 
For as the law, in its covenant-form, is 
the appointed mean of convincing the care- 
leſs ſinner of his need of that righteouſneſs 
which is revealed in the goſpel, for che juſ- 
tification of his perſon before God; fo the 
goſpel, bringing adequate relief to the 
: diſtreſſed 
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diſtreſſed conſcience, is the happy inſtrument 
of conciliating the believers regards to the 
law, as a rule of conduct, that his faith 
may be evidenced in the ſight of men. 
Thus the law and the goſpel are mutually 
ſubſervient one to another z while both a- 
gree to promote the happineſs of the re- 
deemed, and the glory oftheir divine Author. 
He, therefore, who does not pay an ha- 
bitual regard to the law, in the way of obe- 
dience; has no experience of the goſpel, in 
a way of comfort. And as he tramples on 
that divine authority, which ſhines: in the 
former; ſo he deſpiſes that boundleſs grace, 


which is revealed in the latter. Such an 
one is an enemy to both, and his ſtate is 
moſt deplorable. | 


Remember, reader, that you _ talk | 
as much as you pleafe, about the holy ten- 
dency of evangelical principles; but the 


adverſaries of the goſpel will never believes 


you, if they do not ſee the truth of what 
you ſay exemplified. in your own conduct. 
The language of thoſe obſervations 8 


make on your converſation, is; Ye W 
© talk 


* 
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© talk with ſuch fluency and confidence a- 
bout the doctrines of grace, and the ne- 
A ceſſity of faith ; let us ſee what influence 
N e doctrines have, on your own tem- 
< pers and your own behaviour? Shew us 
* your faith by your works —This is a 
reaſonable demand. They are authorized 
to make it. And wo, wo be to that pro- 
feſſor of evangelical truth, whe cannot, in 
ſome meaſure, ſatisfy it ! For if his conduct 
be not, in ſome degree, anſwerable to his 
profeſſion, he will ſoon be treated as one of 
the greateſt enemies to Chriſt and his cauſe. 


" Ars you a behever in Jeſus? one that 
£*© knows the grace of God in truth?“ You 
have the pureſt and ſtrongeſt motives ima- 
ginable, to cauſe you to regard the law. 
Has the Son or THE HfeRHERSH done all that 
you were bound to perform, as the condi- 
tion of life; and ſuffered all that you were 
condemned to ſuſtain, as the penalty an- 
nexed to diſobedience ? Has He done and 
ſuffered all this in your fead, that he might 
procure a full, final, and everlaſting ſalva- 
tion for you, a poor . ſinner ? 

Has 
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Has He expreſſed his regard to the law, as 
4 covenant, not in words but in deeds; in 
ſuch deeds as aſtoniſn the univerſe'? and 
ſhall you be backward to manifeſt your 
love to the law, as a rule of duty, by a ſe- 
rious, holy, heavenly conduct? Did Hz, 
whom angels adore, obey, and bleed, and 
die; DIE an accurſed death, that the claims 
of the law might be all anſwered? and 
ſhall it ſeem hard to you, to deny yourſelf, 
to ſubdue your luſts, and walk by this 
heavenly rule ?—ls it the general and 
popular clamour againſt the free and 
genuine goſpel, © That it makes void the 
© law? ' and ſhall it not be your conſtant 
buſineſs and fervent prayer, ſo to obſerve 
the ſacred precepts, as to be a living con- 
futation of that vile ſlander ? Do not rea- 
ſon and conſcience, ſcripture and experi- 
ence, all concur to ſhew the expediency, 
the utility, the neceſſity, of conforming 
your life to the law, as a rule? O, be- 
liever! yours is the happy ſtate ; let yours 
be the holy life. Let it appear that, though” 
dead to the law as a covenant, you abbor the 
things it forbids, and delight in the things 
| w 
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it commands. Then ſhall you ſtop the 
mouths of gainſayers ; then ſhall you glo- 


rify the name of your God. Amen. 
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